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Interim Director of the Portland Housing Bureau

City of Portland Announces 
Quisha Light as Interim Director 
of the Portland Housing Bureau

Light Will 
Serve the City’s 
Housing Bureau 
as Interim 
Director

Deputy City Administrator for 
Community and Economic De-
velopment Donnie Oliveira to-
day announced that Quisha Light 
will serve as the interim director 
of the Portland Housing Bureau. 
Current Interim Director Mi-
chael Buonocore will step down 
May 15 to serve as the next exec-
utive director of Home Forward. 
Light will join the bureau start-
ing May 18.

"I am grateful to Quisha for her 
willingness to step up and lead this 
bureau and ensure there is no lapse 
in leadership as the city makes 
challenging budget decisions to 
address the ongoing housing and 
budgetary crises," said Oliveira. 
"She brings a customer-focused 
lens to the work, and when we are 
talking about providing housing 
to Portlanders, that service can be 
life-saving."

Light, currently the Public 
Works Customer Service Division 
Manager, oversees citywide cus-
tomer service strategy, service de-
livery systems, affordability pro-
grams, and customer experience 
modernization—ensuring public 
services are accessible, equitable, 
and human-centered. Light has 
also served as the Interim Direc-
tor of the Portland Water Bureau, 

leading almost 600 employees, 
including through complex opera-
tional, cultural, and organizational 
transitions. She joined the City 
of Portland in 2022 as the Water 
Bureau's Director of Customer 
Service, where she led major tech-
nology modernization efforts and 
strengthened end-to-end customer 
operations. Before entering public 
service, Light spent over a de-
cade at Portland General Electric, 
working in Legal, Strategy, In-
tegrated Resource Planning, and 
Product Development, where she 
launched innovative clean energy 
and demand response initiatives. 
Prior to PGE, she practiced law 
in Tennessee.

She will start as interim Hous-
ing director May 18, ensuring a 
smooth transition as interim Di-
rector Buonocore takes the helm 

at Home Forward on the same day.  
"Thank you, Michael, for your 

partnership and for leading this 
team with expertise, passion, and 
empathy," Oliveira added. "As 
your colleague and friend, I am 
grateful that I had the opportunity 
to work with you again and trust 
our collaboration will continue in 
the future."

The Portland Housing Bureau 
is one of several bureaus and 
programs in the Community and 
Economic Development service 
area. This service area creates and 
delivers efficient, transparent, and 
equitable solutions for a resilient 
built environment – as well as ser-
vices, resources, and experiences 
for our community. This work is 
accomplished by aligning City 
programs focused on building 
prosperity for all Portlanders.

Oregon Community Foundation 
Expands Investment in Education
Supporting 
Equity, Access 
and Student 
Success 
Statewide

KairosPDX (Courtesy of Oregon Community Foundation)

Oregon Community Founda-
tion is investing more than $1.5 
million in education initiatives de-
signed to strengthen student suc-
cess, expand STEM learning op-
portunities and support the child 
care workforce.

The investments include grants 
supporting Black Student Success 
programs across Oregon; fund-
ing for Oregon’s regional STEM 
Hubs and support for statewide 
scholarships that help child care 
providers access training and pro-
fessional development.

Oregon Community Founda-
tion awarded $480,000 in grants 
across the Black Student Success 
Network, a statewide coalition 

of more than two dozen Black-
led organizations.

The network — slated to ex-
pand this year — brings together 

organizations that are advancing 
equitable educational opportuni-
ties for Black students through 
collaboration, shared learning 

and community-rooted strate-
gies. Leaders from participating 
organizations meet regularly 
to share knowledge, strength-
en partnerships and develop 
statewide solutions that support 
Black students from early learn-
ing through postsecondary edu-
cation and career pathways. 

The Black Student Success 
Network was formed six years 
ago and has expanded its reach 
into rural communities in East-
ern and Southern Oregon while 
continuing to strengthen partner-
ships statewide. 

“We’re pleased to continue to 
support organizations in the Net-
work as they elevate best practices 
that eliminate disparities affecting 
Black students and forge state-
wide partnerships on behalf of im-
proving educational outcomes,” 
said John Chang, Director of Cul-
turally Responsive Programs.
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Black Men's Wellness PDX Hosts Juneteenth Wellness Week

Black Men Wellness. Photo Courtesy of www.blackmenswellness.org

Bringing 
People Together 
Through Health 
and Recreation

Black Men’s Wellness PDX is con-
tinuing Juneteenth Wellness Week 2026, 
a six-day series of free, community-cen-
tered events designed to celebrate free-
dom, promote wellness, strengthen 
families, and build community through 
shared experiences across the Portland 
metropolitan area.

Taking place June 15–20, 2026, June-
teenth Wellness Week brings together 
Black men, families, youth, and commu-
nity members for activities centered on 
physical wellness, outdoor recreation, 
fellowship, and empowerment. Under 
the theme “Honoring Our Past. Investing 
In Our Future.” the week reflects Black 
Men’s Wellness PDX’s ongoing commit-
ment to advancing health, healing, con-
nection, and opportunity for Black com-
munities across Oregon.

The week began Monday, June 15 with 
(W)Healthy Walks at Benson Polytechnic 
High School, where participants gathered 
in the evening for a community walk fo-

cused on movement, conversation, and 
healthy living. On Tuesday, June 16, The 
Rollout at McCoy Park Fountain brought 
community members together for an eve-
ning of skating, scootering, and outdoor 
fellowship, creating a festive space for rec-
reation and connection.

Wednesday’s programming featured 
Shoot Your Shot 4 at the Forest Park Ar-
chery Range, held at 2:00 PM. The event 
offered participants a hands-on opportu-
nity to experience archery, build confi-

dence, and engage in a unique outdoor 
wellness activity designed to promote 
focus and personal growth.

The week continues Thursday, June 18 
with Can I Kayak??? at Whitaker Ponds, 
beginning at 5:30 PM. Participants will 
take to the water for an evening of kayak-
ing, outdoor exploration, and wellness-cen-
tered recreation in a natural setting.

On Friday, June 19, More Than A 
Game will be held at Irving Park at 6:00 
PM. The community gathering will cen-

ter around sports, mentorship, family 
engagement, and celebrating Juneteenth 
through healthy competition, connection, 
and shared experience.

Juneteenth Wellness Week concludes 
Saturday, June 20 with Mobbin With 
Muki at Lower Macleay Park at 1:00 PM. 
The closing event will feature a commu-
nity hike and outdoor wellness experi-
ence focused on physical activity, reflec-
tion, and strengthening community ties.

Juneteenth Wellness Week was created 
to encourage healthy lifestyles, strength-
en relationships, and provide opportu-
nities for Black men and their families 
to engage in positive, affirming experi-
ences throughout Portland. The initiative 
highlights the five pillars of Black Men’s 
Wellness PDX: Mind, Body, Community, 
Legacy, and Family.

Through accessible, culturally relevant 
programming, Black Men’s Wellness PDX 
continues its mission of supporting health-
ier outcomes and building stronger, more 
connected communities across Oregon.

Black Men’s Wellness PDX is dedicat-
ed to empowering Black men, strength-
ening families, and building thriving 
communities through health education, 
wellness programming, advocacy, and 
community engagement. The organi-
zation works to create equitable oppor-
tunities for health, healing, and success 
throughout Oregon.

Chang noted that the grants come as the 
Black Student Success Program welcomes 
a new leader, with Dorian Smith joining 
OCF as the Senior Program Officer.  

“Dorian brings 15 years of experience 
advancing Black student success and state-
wide education equity initiatives at Oregon 
State University,” Chang said. “He is wide-
ly respected by education leaders across 
the state for his ability to build strong part-
nerships spanning K–12 and post-second-
ary education to meaningfully serve urban 
and rural students.”  

Smith said: “It is an honor to serve in 
this role and work with the state’s most in-
novative programs as they improve educa-
tional equity and academic performance in 
their communities.”  

Black Student Success Network orga-
nizations include BASE Oregon, the Bea-
verton Black Peoples Union, Black Edu-
cational Achievement Movement, Black 
Parent Initiative, Black Southern Oregon 
Alliance, Black United Fund of Oregon, 
Center for Black Student Excellence, 
Hermiston Cultural Awareness Coalition, 
HOLLA Mentors, Oregon State Universi-
ty Foundation, KairosPDX, KinCultivate, 
Self Enhancement, Inc., African Youth & 
Community Organization, Oregon Alli-
ance of Black School Educators, Portland 
Opportunities Industrialization Center, 
Immigrant and Refugee Community Orga-
nization, The Father’s Group, Youth Orga-
nized and United to Help (Y.O.U.T.H.), El-
evate Oregon, Bridge-Pamoja, REAP Inc., 
the Alumni Association of the University 
of Oregon, A Composer’s Heart, and Albi-
na Head Start.

The Oracle STEM Education Grants 
Fund of Oregon Community Foundation 
awarded $975,000 in grants to Oregon’s 
regional STEM Hubs, with each Hub 
receiving a $75,000 grant and targeted 
technical assistance support.  

As a statewide network of regional 
partnerships, Oregon’s STEM Hubs con-
nect schools, industry and community 
organizations to provide hands-on sci-
ence, technology, engineering, arts and 
math learning opportunities. The Hubs 
focus on expanding access for students 
who have historically been underserved, 
including rural students, students from 
low-income families, students of color 
and girls.

“The grants prioritize long-term sus-
tainability and ecosystem strengthening 
across the Hub network,” said Belle Can-
tor, Senior Program Officer for Education 
and Youth Development. “Funding will 
help regional STEM Hubs build organi-
zational capacity, strengthen community 
partnerships and expand donor support 
to ensure students across Oregon con-
tinue to have access to career-connected 
STEM learning opportunities.” 

The Betty Gray Endowment Fund at 
Oregon Community Foundation also 
awarded $100,000 to the Oregon Center 
for Career Development in Childhood 
Care and Education in support of the Bet-
ty Gray Statewide Scholarship for Child 
Care Provider Training and Certification.

For nearly 25 years, OCF’s Early 
Childhood Program has prioritized pro-
fessional development for Oregon’s ear-
ly care and education workforce. Since 
2002, the scholarship program has helped 
thousands of child care providers access 

training, coursework, credentials and 
professional development opportunities 
that strengthen Oregon’s early childhood 
education system. 

The scholarship program has served 
more than 13,500 participants state-
wide. Nearly half of scholarship appli-
cants identify as Latine, and the program 
also prioritizes outreach to Black, Asian 
and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 
educators, rural providers, immigrant 
and refugee educators and family child                  
care providers. 

The program supports early-career 
educators and helps providers working 
in licensed or regulated settings access 

Oregon Community Foundation Expands Investment in Education

conferences, coursework, credentialing 
opportunities and other professional de-
velopment resources that improve the 
quality of care available to Oregon chil-
dren and families. 

Since 1973, Oregon Community 
Foundation has worked to improve the 
lives of all Oregonians through the pow-
er of philanthropy. Each year, OCF dis-
tributes more than $200 million in grants 
and scholarships statewide in partnership 
with donors and volunteers. Individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations 
can work with OCF to create charita-
ble funds to support causes important to 
them. To learn more, visit oregoncf.org.

BASE (Courtesy of Oregon Community Foundation)
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Local News
Nine Years Later, Case Remains Open
Reward Still 
Offered for 
Information

Detectives with PPB are asking for information from the public 
nine years after a homicide in Northeast Portland. (Photo courtesy 
of Portland Police Bureau)

Nine years after the homicide 
of a 36-year-old man in Northeast 
Portland, the Portland Police Bu-
reau is asking for the public's help 
to solve the case. Brian Spauld-
ing's family and friends have 
privately raised approximately 
$20,000 to offer as a reward for 
information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of the person or 
persons responsible for his death.

On Monday, June 12, 2017, at 
12:27 p.m., North Precinct offi-
cers responded to a residence in 
the 3500 block of Northeast 10th 
Avenue to conduct a death in-
vestigation. Officers and medical 
personnel arrived and determined 
that Spaulding was deceased. 
Based on observations of officers, 
Homicide Detectives responded 
to the scene. The Medical Exam-

iner conducted an autopsy and de-
termined that Spaulding was the 
victim of a shooting and ruled the 
death a homicide.

Detectives have never stopped 
working this case. Over the past 
nine years, they have followed 
leads, reexamined evidence, and 
remained committed to finding 

answers for Spaulding's loved 
ones. Even the smallest piece of 
information from the public could 
prove critical in moving this in-
vestigation forward. 

Anyone with information 
about this case is urged to 
contact homicidetips@police.
portlandoregon.gov.

Business Directory

This is a GOOD MESSAGE FOR ALL TO HEAR
Steve Gresham the CEO of Savingshighway-
Global Membership Company & Master (your) 
Millionaire Mindset EDUCATIONAL Movement, 
wants to find out if, you could HELP US to let 
people KNOW what this LIFE CHANGE Member-
ship Company is ALL about, BECAUSE what’s 
it’s all about, is to really help over 1 Million 
Families/Individuals move into Financial Abun-

dance “TOGETHER,” SIMPLY by INVITING OTHERS to see/hear 
what this Membership Company has to offer.
IF YOU can simply INVITE PEOPLE to see/hear what this compa-
ny is doing to help people, YOU/YOUR FAMILY CAN GET PAID, BE-
CAUSE this Membership Company does the selling for you.
SEE an example of this by going to sharemmm.com/?id=in-
come4u. The code on the next page is income4u. When you enter 
that, my name, JOHN OLIVE will appear as THE INVITER. After you 
enter your information you will be given some REWARDING perks 
for yourself. and given this SAME website too, so that YOU can 
INVITE others to see/hear what this membership company is all 
about too. IT’s just that simple.

If you have any ?s PLEASE call or email me at:
503-358-9655 | olivehouse5@gmail.com

DJ O.G. ONE Raises 
Juneteenth Flag in Beaverton
Celebrating 
a Legacy of 
Community 
Impact

The City of Beaverton will 
commemorate Juneteenth with 
a special flag raising ceremony 
on June 18th, featuring Portland 
hip-hop pioneer and community 
leader DJ O.G. ONE, co-founder 
of PDX Hip Hop Week.

The ceremony will begin at 
2:00 p.m. with welcoming re-
marks from Beaverton Mayor 
Lacey Beaty, followed by the 
reading of the City Council's 
Juneteenth Proclamation. May-
or Beaty will be recognizing the 

DJ O.G. ONE. 
significance of Juneteenth and 
the importance of honoring Black 
history, culture, and achievement.

DJ O.G. ONE will have the 

honor of raising the Juneteenth 
flag in recognition of his decades 
long commitment to community 
leadership, cultural preservation, 
and education.

A trailblazing figure in the Pa-
cific Northwest, DJ O.G. ONE 
is best known as the longtime 
official DJ for the Portland Trail 
Blazers and as the co-founder of 
PDX Hip Hop Week. Through 
his work with Leadertainment, 
he continues to inspire creators, 
artists and entrepreneurs through 
leadership development, arts ed-
ucation, and community engage-
ment. In recognition of his im-
pact, the City of Portland recently 
proclaimed November 30th as DJ 
O.G. ONE Day.

The public is invited to attend 
this free community celebration 
honoring freedom, resilience, and 
the ongoing pursuit of equality.
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Seven Earn Tenure at Clark College
Trustees 
Recognize 
Outstanding 
Educators

The Clark College Board of 
Trustees unanimously granted 
tenure to seven outstanding edu-
cators: Kevin Edwards of the Li-
brary, Jeff Rush of the Diesel pro-
gram, Bo Li of Nursing, Nicole 
Mottier of History, Tina Jenkins 
of Mechatronics, David Zonana 
of Environmental Science, and 
Sarah Blanchette of Addiction 
Counselor Education.

Left to right: Board Chair Marilee Scarbrough, Trustee Jeanne Bennett, Nicole Mottier, Sarah 
Blanchette, Tina Jenkins, Jeff Rush, Kevin Edwards, Bo Li, President Karin Edwards, Dr. William ‘Terry’ 
Brown. (Photo Courtesy of Clark College)

Tenure is awarded by the col-
lege’s board of trustees based on 
professional excellence and out-
standing abilities in their disci-
plines. The granting of tenure is 
based on the recommendations 
of tenure review committees to 
the Vice President of Instruction, 
which are then forwarded to the 
President, who presents a final 
recommendation to the board of 
trustees. Recommendations are 
based on self-evaluations, tenure 
review committee evaluations, 
student evaluations, superviso-
ry evaluations, and peer evalua-
tions. The final decision to award 
or withhold tenure rests with the 
board of trustees.

Shawnta Dena 
Hayes-Barber

March 25th 1980- June 13th 2026

Obituary
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Portland Parks & Recreation’s Summer 
Free for All Kickoff Is Coming!

Peninsula Pool Water Hoops

Welcoming Back 
Free Movies, 
Concerts, Free 
Lunch, Fun 
Activities and More

Portland Parks & Recreation (PP&R) 
is rolling out another amazing series of 
Summer Free for All events for 2026. 
This wildly popular annual program is 
made possible by the voter-approved 
Parks Local Option Levy (2025 Parks 
Levy) and countless community partners 
and volunteers. 

Join the official Summer Free for All 
Free Lunch + Play kickoff celebration on 
Thursday, June 25, from 11am to 1pm at 
Parklane Park. Everyone 18 and under 
can come to share a meal together and 
have fun in the sun! Free lunch is served 
between 11:30am and 1pm.

The Free Lunch + Play program starts 
June 22 at parks across Portland, and 
helps to help fill the summertime gap, 
with free meals for anyone 18 and under 
while schools are out of session. 

More than half of Portland’s school-age 
children qualify for free or reduced-price 
meals during the school year. PP&R’s 
Free Lunch + Play program offers nutri-
tious meals and fun activities for kids and 
families when school is out. There are 
sports, games, arts, crafts, music, and oth-
er activities led by trained staff and com-
munity partners. 

Free Lunch + Play begins in late June 
and runs Monday through Friday, 10am to 
2pm with lunch at noon. Check the Free 
Lunch + Play webpage for the latest infor-
mation and most up to date schedules for 
specific parks and mealtimes. 

This program is delivered in partner-
ship with four local public school districts 
including Portland, Centennial, David 
Douglas, and Parkrose at about two dozen 
parks across the city.

Free live music, movies, and cultural 
events start July 8 citywide with a Bolly-

wood dance party at Gateway Discovery 
Park. This year’s program features nearly 
50 free outdoor events for all ages, includ-
ing multicultural festivals such as Somali 
Heritage Day (Friday, August 21 at Luuwit 
View Park), free outdoor movies and park 
concerts all over town, and more ways to 
experience community across the city. 

For schedules and information, visit 
the Summer Free for All webpage. Sched-
ules are currently available in English and 
Spanish, with more languages coming 
soon, including Ukrainian, Tongan, Rus-
sian, Somali, Chinese, and Vietnamese.

“It wouldn’t be summer in Portland 
without Summer Free for All,” says 
PP&R Interim Director Sonia Schman-
ski. “There’s something special about 
gathering in our parks to enjoy live mu-
sic, movies, and time with neighbors, 
friends, and family. 

“This year, with the support of some 
new program partners, we’re excited to 
promote even more activities for children, 
youth, and families and welcome every-
one back for another season of great per-
formances and community connection.” 

Movies of note include Wicked, The 
Princess Bride, A Minecraft Move, Elio 
(con subtítulos en español), and Zootopia 

2. Concert highlights feature Soul Vacci-
nation, Ache Son and many more dazzling 
performers. The East Portland Summer 
Arts Festival, and Washington Park Sum-
mer Festival return. 

The Summer Free For All programs 
would not be possible without the 2025 
Parks Levy, a critical community invest-
ment in Portland Parks & Recreation. As 
promised to Portland voters, the Parks 
Levy is delivering for the city, providing 
recreational programs including fami-
ly-friendly movies and concerts, fitness 
and art classes, teen- and older adult-fo-
cused programs, life-saving swim les-
sons, and more. The Parks Levy also al-
lows PP&R to eliminate cost as a barrier 
to participation.  It’s back! East Portland 
Summer Arts Festival: July 11 and 12 at 
Ventura Park

This year’s festival headliners are LaR-
honda Steele and Conjuto Alegre per-
forming Latin and soul on day one, and 
Portland Cello Project’s tribute to Stevie 
Wonder on day two.  Washington Park 
Summer Festival: August 8 and 9 at the 
Rose Garden Amphitheater.

Events begin at 6pm both days. This 
year’s lineup features Albina Music Trust 
presenting big-band jazz, followed by an 

evening of soul music with Ural Thomas 
and the Pain.

Summer Free For All events at Gate-
way Discovery Park. Join Portland Parks 
& Recreation for free summer activities 
at Gateway Discovery Park, Monday 
through Friday, 9am to 2pm, from June 
22 to August 21. No registration needed! 
Enjoy free arts and crafts, games, cultural 
events, and special activities on the Plaza. 
Plus, free lunches are available for youth 
18 and under, served daily from 11 to 
11:45am as part of Free Lunch + Play.

Enjoy weekly free swim sessions at 
these PP&R outdoor pools:
• Creston Pool – Mondays 6:30pm to 8pm
• Peninsula Pool – Tuesdays 1pm to 
3:45pm
• Montavilla Pool – Tuesdays 6pm to 8pm
• Grant Pool – Wednesdays 1pm to 3pm
• Sellwood Pool – Wednesdays 6:30pm 
to 8pm
• Pier Pool – Thursdays 1:30pm to 3:30pm

Outdoor pools open on Thursday, June 
18, and close Sunday, August 23, 2026 
(except Peninsula Pool*). Find full sched-
ules and more information for all PP&R 
pools on our swimming pools webpage. 
Peninsula Pool will remain open through 
Monday, September 7, 2026.

Web:  
www.sunlanlighting.com

E-mail:  
kay@sunlanlighting.com

We are 
Open!

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.  
Portland, OR 97227

P: 503.281.0453  
Fax 503.281.3408
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Police remind public to use safe practices when buying and selling 
items. (Pexels/Mike Jones)

PPB Emphasizes 
Marketplace Safety
Tips Shared 
After recent 
Robbery Incident

The Portland Police Bureau is 
reminding community members 
to prioritize safety when buying or 
selling items through online mar-
ketplaces after a recent armed rob-
bery linked to a Facebook Market-
place transaction.

On Tuesday night, June 9, 
2026, officers assigned to PPB's 
Central Precinct responded to 
reports of a threat with a weap-
on at a residence in the 3000 
block of Southwest Mt. Adams 
Drive. When they arrived, offi-
cers learned that an electric bicy-
cle being sold through Facebook 
Marketplace had been stolen at 
gunpoint during the transaction. 
The two juvenile suspects fled 
the scene before officers arrived. 
Through investigative efforts, of-
ficers were able to locate and ar-
rest both suspects. Because they 
are juveniles, the suspects' identi-
ties will not be released.

This case highlights a grow-
ing concern for PPB. Since the 
beginning of 2026, the Major 
Crimes Unit has investigated at 
least 10 similar incidents involv-
ing online marketplace transac-
tions that escalated into robber-
ies or other crimes. Since these 
cases are under active investiga-

tion, no further information will 
be released at this time. 

"Online marketplaces provide a 
convenient way for people to buy 
and sell items, but criminals can 
take advantage of these transac-
tions when proper precautions are 
not taken," Det. Sgt. Matt Jacob-
sen of the Major Crimes Unit said. 
"A few simple safety measures 
can significantly reduce the risk of 
becoming a victim."

When buying or selling items 
through an online marketplace, 
meet in a well-lit public location 
where other people are nearby 
and consider using a designated 
safe exchange zone, such as a po-
lice station parking lot. Research 
the buyer or seller before agree-
ing to a transaction, verify details 
about the item being bought or 
sold, and bring a friend or fam-
ily member with you whenever 
possible. Using online payment 
services instead of cash can pro-
vide an added layer of security. 
Most importantly, trust your in-
stincts—if something feels suspi-
cious or unsafe, end the transac-
tion and leave immediately.

PPB encourages anyone using 
online marketplaces such as Face-
book Marketplace, Craigslist, Of-
ferUp, or similar platforms to take 
extra precautions and plan trans-
actions with safety in mind. While 
most exchanges occur without in-
cident, a little preparation can help 
protect both people and property.

Oregon Man Arraigned 
on Fifth Murder Charge 
Jesse Calhoun 
Now Faces Five 
Murder Counts 
in a Multistate 
Killings Case

AP - A man accused of kill-
ing several women and dumping 
their bodies in the Portland area 
was arraigned Wednesday on a 
fifth murder charge.

Jesse Calhoun’s defense attor-
ney entered a not-guilty plea on 
his behalf in a Portland court-
room where victims’ family 
members were present. The hear-
ing, during which Calhoun re-
mained silent, came after he was 
indicted last week on the most 
recent second-degree murder 
charge over the death of Ashley 
Real, 22, in 2023.

Calhoun has now been 
charged with five counts of sec-
ond-degree murder for five vic-
tims, along with four counts of 
abuse of a corpse. The victims’ 
bodies were found over multiple 
months in early 2023, sparking 
concern at the time that a serial 
killer might be targeting young 
women in the region.

Calhoun was previously in-
dicted in the deaths of Kristin 
Smith, 22; Charity Perry, 24; 
Bridget Webster, 31; and Joanna 
Speaks, 32. He remains in cus-
tody at the Multnomah County 
Detention Center. His defense 
attorneys declined to comment.

Real, Perry, Webster and 
Smith were found in northwest-
ern Oregon, while Speaks was 
found near an abandoned barn in 
southwestern Washington. Their 
bodies were found in a roughly 
100-mile (160-kilometer) radi-
us, including in wooded areas 
and in a culvert.

Jose Real, Ashley Real’s fa-
ther, was in tears as he spoke 

with reporters after the hearing. 
He recalled memories of watch-
ing her grow up and playing with 
her brother.

“I never thought or imagined 
that my family would experience 
something like this,” he said 
through a Spanish interpreter. 
“She had a heart of gold.”

Masciell Real, Ashley’s sister, 
also spoke through tears.

“I think being in that court-
room today and being able to see 
him, and know that he is behind 
bars now, it takes the weight off 
my shoulders knowing that he 
isn’t around and free to cause 
any harm to any other women 
out there,” she said. “But it also 
doesn’t take away the fact that 
my sister isn’t here anymore.” 
Relatives of other victims were 
also present.

“We’ve all experienced the 
worst thing that could ever hap-
pen to you, and it’s incredibly 
hard to see one of the other fam-
ilies hurt the way we do,” said 
Melissa Smith, mother of Kris-
tin Smith. Jose Real previously 
told The Associated Press that he 
had called police in November 
2022 after his daughter showed 
up crying at his Portland home, 
saying she had been choked by 
Calhoun. She had marks on her 

throat, he said, and he took her 
to a hospital.

Real said at the time that an 
initial police report was taken 
but that the case was then trans-
ferred to a different jurisdiction 
and it was difficult to reach those 
overseeing it. Details of the at-
tack were first reported by The 
Oregonian/OregonLive.

His daughter’s body was 
found in May 2023 by a man 
who was fishing in a pond south-
east of Portland.

Calhoun was arrested in 
June 2023 on unrelated parole 
warrants and then indicted in 
2024 and 2025 in the other four 
women’s deaths. The initial in-
dictment came weeks before 
Calhoun was due to be released 
from state prison, where he was 
returned in 2023 to finish serv-
ing a four-year term for assault-
ing a police officer, trying to 
strangle a police dog, burglary 
and other charges.

He was initially released in 
2021, a year early, because he 
helped fight wildfires in 2020 
under a prison firefighting pro-
gram. Gov. Tina Kotek revoked 
the commutation in 2023 when 
police began investigating him in 
the deaths.

A trial date has yet to be set.

Jesse Calhoun appears in Multnomah County Court for his 
arraignment in Portland Ore., on June 6, 2024. (Dave Killen/The 
Oregonian via AP, Pool, File)

Ombuds Office for Oregon Workers
What we do:

The Ombuds Office for Oregon Workers is the state office that 
serves as an independent advocate for workers by helping them 
understand their rights, protections, and responsibilities related 
to safety and health in the workplace and the workers’ compen-
sation system. Our services are free.

Ombuds for Oregon Workers
Call: 503-378-3351 or 800-927-1271 (toll-free)  

Email: oow.questions@dcbs.oregon.gov
Website:  www.oregon.gov/DCBS/OOW

We provide free interpretation services in any language
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Clackamas Community College 
Receives Second Historic Donation 
The Holdens have 
a Long History and 
Connection with 
Clackamas Community 
College and the 
Surrounding Community

Clackamas Community College has 
received a second historic $5 million gift 
from long-time career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) advocates Terry and Cheryl 
Holden to advance the college’s planned 
Natural Resources Center.  

In 2021, the Holdens donated $5 million 
to establish the Holden CTE Capital Proj-
ects Funds to help support the construction 
of an industrial technology center, as well 
as provide scholarships for students in 

CTE programs and funding for student vet-
erans. To acknowledge the generous gift, 
the college named the building the Holden 
Industrial Technology Center. 

In recent history, the Holdens have do-
nated to the Health Sciences Department, 
including an ambulance simulator and ful-
ly remodeling and upgrading the Medical 
Assistant program teaching space. And 
just last year, they donated $150,000 to 
the Automotive Department to purchase 
vehicles for students to work on.  

With the new $5 million donation, the 
college will name its new Natural Re-
sources Center after them. The center, 
which is part of a bond passed in 2024, 
will be a modern, purpose-built space 
supporting programs such as horticulture 
and wildland fire, featuring updated in-
door and outdoor learning environments. 
It’s designed to enhance hands-on training 
and better prepare students for careers in 
high-demand natural resource fields. 

The Holdens have a long history and 
connection with Clackamas Community 
College and the surrounding community. 

Terry and Cheryl Holden

Cheryl Holden grew up in Estacada, and 
Terry Holden in Molalla.  

When Terry Holden graduated from 
Molalla High School, he received a schol-
arship, which had a huge impact on him 
and made college accessible. Because that 
gift changed his life, he believes in paying 
it forward. Terry Holden still recalls that 
time in his life and how receiving a schol-
arship deepened his understanding of the 
importance of education.  

“The Holdens understand that when 
we invest in students, we invest in the fu-
ture of our communities,” CCC President 
Tim Cook said. “Their extraordinary 
generosity will create opportunities for 
generations of students pursuing careers 
in career and technical education. Their 
commitment to affordable education and 
to the communities they call home will 
have a lasting impact on students and     
our region.” 

Former Oregon Senator Bob Packwood Dies at 93
Packwood’s 
Political Career 
Ended Under the 
Shadow of Sexual 
Misconduct 
Allegations

AP - Former U.S. Sen. Bob Packwood, 
a moderate Oregon Republican whose long 
political career was overshadowed by a 
sexual harassment scandal that forced his 
resignation, has died at age 93.

Packwood died Saturday, according to 
an obituary released by his family. No ad-
ditional details were provided.

A dominant figure in Oregon politics 
for nearly three decades, Packwood was 
known as a social moderate and fiscal con-
servative who often broke with his party. 
Elected to the Senate in 1968 at age 36, 
he became one of the nation’s leading Re-
publican supporters of abortion rights and 
earned praise from women’s advocacy 
groups, including Planned Parenthood.

The great-grandson of a delegate to 
Oregon’s 1857 Constitutional Conven-
tion, Packwood built a reputation as an 
independent-minded lawmaker willing to 
challenge both party leaders and Republi-
can presidents. He briefly considered a run 
for president in 1980 and rose to national 
prominence as chairman of the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee.

As chairman and later ranking Repub-
lican on the Senate Finance Committee, 
Packwood became one of Congress’ most 
influential tax writers. He played a key role 
in crafting the Tax Reform Act of 1986, a 
sweeping overhaul that lowered the top in-

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Bob Packwood, R-Ore., holds a book entitled 
“Intensive Care” by Ross Perot, during hearings dealing with the future of Medicare 
on Capitol Hill, Aug. 30, 1995. (AP Photo/Dennis Cook, File)

come tax rate while eliminating numerous 
deductions and loopholes. Packwood often 
described himself as willing to fight for his 
conclusions, even when it meant opposing 
his own party.

“I would like to think that I am no-
body’s lackey,” he told The Associated 
Press in 1992.

Throughout his career, Packwood was 
variously described as a maverick, polit-
ical survivor, boat-rocker and loose can-
non. His reputation as an effective legis-
lator and dealmaker helped him win five 
Senate terms.

But his political legacy was perma-
nently altered after allegations of sexu-
al misconduct surfaced shortly after his 
1992 reelection.

In 1992, The Washington Post report-
ed claims from former employees and 
acquaintances who accused Packwood of 
making unwanted sexual advances. More 

than two dozen women ultimately came 
forward with allegations.

The Senate Ethics Committee 
launched an investigation in 1993 that 
expanded beyond sexual misconduct 
claims to include allegations that Pack-
wood solicited jobs from lobbyists for 
his ex-wife, attempted to pressure accus-
ers into silence and obstructed the inves-
tigation by altering his personal diaries.

The diaries became central to the case. 
After an extraordinary Senate debate, law-
makers voted 94-6 to enforce a subpoena 
requiring Packwood to turn them over. He 
challenged the order in federal court but 
ultimately lost, including an appeal that 
reached Chief Justice William Rehnquist.

Facing mounting pressure, Packwood 
resigned from the Senate in September 
1995 after 27 years in office.

Though he initially resisted calls to 
step down, Packwood later said he did 

not want the scandal to define his life. He 
moved into lobbying, founding Sunrise 
Research Corp. in Washington, D.C., in 
1997. The firm became highly success-
ful, generating millions of dollars in rev-
enue during its peak years.

Even after leaving office, Packwood 
remained engaged in public policy de-
bates. As partisan divisions in Congress 
deepened, he argued for a more centrist 
approach to politics and advocated non-
partisan election reforms in Oregon.

Yet for many, his accomplishments re-
mained inseparable from the misconduct 
allegations that ended his Senate career.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, who won the 
special election to replace Packwood in 
1996, said Packwood’s record on abor-
tion rights and tax reform was significant 
but could not be separated from his treat-
ment of women.

“His horrible history as documented 
in his own diaries will forever overshad-
ow that public record,” Wyden said in a 
statement. “Simply put, historians’ first 
line about Bob Packwood must include 
those women who he abused and assault-
ed for years and years.”

Packwood spent his later years divid-
ing his time between Oregon and Wash-
ington with his wife, Elaine Franklin, his 
former chief of staff who later became a 
political consultant.

In a 2002 interview with the Salem 
Statesman Journal, Packwood said he 
had moved beyond the scandal that 
forced him from office and was focused 
on continuing his life and work.

“I told myself I was not old enough to 
retire,” he said. “So, I have got to get at 
life and not complain about it.”

Packwood’s career remains one of the 
most consequential and complicated in 
modern Oregon political history — marked 
by major legislative achievements, a repu-
tation for independence and a scandal that 
ultimately overshadowed both.
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Student Named 2026 Avel Gordly Scholar
Recognizing 
Excellence 
in Education

Ava S. Cabine, member of the Clacka-
mas High School class of 2026, is named 
the fourth winner of the Avel Louise Gord-
ly Scholarship for Oregon Black Women. 
Cabine received a $3,500 scholarship, 
renewable to support four years at her 
“dream school,” Spelman College.

At Clackamas High School, Ava was 
active in the Black Student Union and the 
Varsity Dance Team. She was also part 
of the student council and a member of 
the National Honor Society. One of her 
proudest accomplishments at Clackamas 
was founding a poetry club where students 
could explore their voices and share with-
out judgement. Ava’s community service 
includes activities with the Portland Willa-
mette Chapter of the Jack and Jill Society 
of America as well as Kairos PDX Charter 
School. Theater is a passion. “From the 
moment I stepped onto a stage, I knew art 
was a part of who I am.” Ava’s theatrical 
talent has been recognized by the Mount 
Hood Conference One Act Competition 
and the Next Narrative Monologue Com-
petition. “Not everyone has had access to 
the feeling of belonging in the arts,” she 

noted in her application. “I plan to use my 
legal education to help build and protect 
creative spaces where future generations 
can thrive.”

Ava Cabine is from a family that val-
ues education, with two members already 
in college. “My goal is to become an en-
tertainment lawyer because I want to help 
bridge the inequality gaps in the perform-
ing arts industry for performers of color,” 
she told the committee. “I want to give a 
huge thank you to the Avel Gordy Schol-
arship Committee for selecting me for this 

award and helping make this amazing op-
portunity possible.”

The committee was impressed with 
Cabine’s achievements as well as her keen 
sense of intergenerational obligation. “We 
were unanimous that Ava was the top can-
didate from a strong pool,” noted award 
committee chair Carmen Thompson.”

The Avel Louise Gordly Scholarship 
provides four years of financial support 
to a Black female graduate of an Oregon 
high school. Funds can be used at any in-
stitution of higher education in the state or 

at any of the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities in the United States. More 
information for student applicants is avail-
able at the Scholarship Blog. The scholar-
ship, housed with the Oregon Community 
Foundation, is still raising money toward 
its $1MM goal. Donations are welcome 
online at www.oregoncf.org/gordly-schol-
arship or by check to OCF, 1221 SW Yam-
hill Street, Suite 100, Portland, OR 97205.

Avel Gordly (1947-2026) was born in 
Portland and graduated from Girls Poly-
technic High School and then Portland 
State University. She held positions in 
the Oregon Department of Corrections, 
the Urban League of Portland, and the 
American Friends Service Committee. 
She was a leader within the Black Unit-
ed Front, a group that pushed for reform 
within Portland Public Schools. She also 
coordinated Oregon’s divestment from 
Apartheid in Southern Africa. In 1996, 
Gordly became the first Black woman 
elected to the Oregon State Senate, rep-
resenting NE Portland. 

The Gordly Center for Healing at Ore-
gon Health and Sciences University was 
established to provide culturally competent 
mental health care to diverse patients in 
recognition of Gordly’s work on this issue. 
In 2011, she published a memoir Remem-
bering the Power of Words: The Life of an 
Oregon Activist, Legislator, and Commu-
nity Leader with OSU press. Among her 
numerous honors and recognitions, Gordly 
was awarded an honorary doctorate from 
PSU in 2017.

Ava S. Cabine, winner of the 2026 Avel Louise Gordly Scholarship


