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Faith Community 
Stands with Aguirre

Photo courtesy of Augustana Lutheran Church 

On Thursday, July 16, Augusta-
na staff member, seminarian, and 
Executive Director of the VIVA 
Inclusive Migrant Network at Au-

gustana, Francisco Aguirre, was 
summoned to check in at the ICE 
detention center at 4310 South 
Macadam Ave. Mr. Aguirre was 
accompanied into ICE by Pastor 
Knutson and his lawyer, as had 
been their custom over the years. 
Supporters were contacted that 
week, and many gathered outside 
the ICE detention center for a 
peaceful vigil of prayer and song.

Prayer and song 
marked his 
scheduled ICE 
appointment

Explore Oregon's 
Black History on Foot

Tours Spotlight 
Black History 
Across Oregon

It’s not too late to join one 
of Oregon Black Pioneers’ 
Black History Walking Tours! 
From Portland’s Albina neigh-
borhood all the way down to 
Jacksonville, Oregon Black Pi-
oneers’ popular public walking 
tours highlight locations con-
nected to each area’s African 
American history. Each tour 
explores places tied to historic 

Black-owned businesses, com-
munity change, civil rights, and 
local Black pioneers. 

In response to requests for 
the public to engage with Black 
history, Oregon Black Pioneers 
launched statewide walking 
tours in 2023 as a way to create   
place-based learning opportu-
nities that foster community 
connection. Despite the com-
mon misconception that there is 
little Black history here in Or-
egon, OBP’s tours demonstrate 
that there are stories connected 
to this history all over the state, 
including and beyond Portland.

Mariah Rocker leading the Black History Tour of Albina, Dawson Park. (Credit: Oregon Black 
Pioneers) 

REAP Celebrates 
Opening of New 
Behavioral Health Center
A New Space for 
Healing, Wellness, 
and Resilience

REAP celebrated the grand 
opening of its new Behavior-
al Health Clinical Building 
today with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, bringing together 

community leaders, health-
care partners, supporters, 
families, and advocates to 
celebrate a significant mile-
stone in expanding culturally 
responsive, trauma-informed 
behavioral health services for 
youth and families.

 The 2026 tours started in May 
and continue through September. 
OBP’s Public Programs and Ex-
hibits Manager Mariah Rocker 
refines the tours each year, add-
ing and adjusting as OBP discov-
ers more about a location, or as 
another location is lost. Mariah 
explains, “The actual buildings 
where Black history happened 
are often lost to displacement, 
time, or development, but the 
history remains and is important 
to acknowledge.” 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 2

REAP cuts the ribbon of the New Behavioral Health Clinical Building. 
Photo courtesy of REAP’s Instagram.
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Obamacare Rates May Jump Again
New Analysis 
Projects Higher 
Premiums in 2027

(AP) — Middle-income Amer-
icans straining to pay for Afford-
able Care Act health insurance 
are unlikely to get relief next 
year, according to a new analysis 
that shows insurers in the mar-
ketplace are proposing a second 
straight year of double-digit pre-
mium hikes.

Across the 77 insurers in the 
ACA program that have submitted 
rate filings that are publicly avail-
able, the median proposed pre-
mium increase for 2027 is 14%, 
according to Wednesday’s anal-
ysis from the healthcare research 
nonprofit KFF. The insurers cited 
mounting healthcare costs, feder-
al regulatory changes and the re-
cent expiration of pandemic-era 
enhanced subsidies as the biggest 
factors driving premiums higher.

The rise in premiums adds to 
what already was a significant 
jump in 2026, when the median 
rate increase was 20%, accord-
ing to KFF.

While most Americans in 
Obamacare still qualify for subsi-
dies that protect them from paying 
the full premiums, middle-class 

enrollees who don’t get those sub-
sidies will face an especially stark 
increase in costs. That group in-
cludes households with incomes 
at or above 400% of the poverty 
level — about $63,000 per year 
for an individual or $129,000 for 
a family of four.

The rate increases come as 
federal lawmakers have pro-
posed various policy chang-
es to overhaul the expensive 
U.S. healthcare system, but no 
comprehensive legislation has 
amassed enough support to pass. 
The higher costs are contributing 

to Americans’ existing worries 
about overall affordability, a con-
cern that many voters say is front 
of mind with November’s mid-
term elections looming.

Health insurers must send fil-
ings to regulators every year, ex-
plaining what they expect to see 
in premium rate changes for indi-
vidual market health plans for the 
coming year.

Next year’s rates will be fi-
nalized later in the summer, but 
KFF’s analysis looked at those in 
the ACA marketplace that already 
are public across 16 states and 

Washington, D.C., to get an early 
glimpse at what insurers are say-
ing. The report measured insurers’ 
premium increases as an average 
across all types of plans — bronze, 
silver, gold and platinum.

The analysis found that insur-
ers listed rising costs across the 
healthcare sector — from hospi-
tal visits to prescription drugs, 
the workforce and sicker pa-
tients — as the biggest cause of 
rising premiums. Overall infla-
tion contributed to that pressure, 
driving prices higher across the 
entire economy.

A man walks by an healthcare insurance office in Hialeah, Fla., July 27, 
2017, (AP Photo/Alan Diaz, File)

Explore Oregon's Black History on Foot

Mariah also had the inspi-
ration to engage local experts 
for tours outside of Portland. 
“We’ve been fortunate to work 
with local experts and commu-
nity organizers who are deeply 
knowledgeable,” Rocker said, 
“and we are delighted to have 
them share their expertise with 
our tour groups.” Mayor De-
nyse McGriff dazzled the group 
in Oregon City. Talicia Brown, 
founder and executive director 
of the Black Cultural Initiative, 

poignantly kicked off the tour in 
Eugene. Coming up, the Salem 
tour will hear from Gwen Carr, 
Director of the Bush House Mu-
seum and emeritus OBP Board 
member, and in Astoria, film-
maker, historian, and storyteller 
Ron Craig will join the tour. 

Mariah continued, “We’re 
also excited that we can offer our 
Black History Walking Tours of 
Albina, Portland’s historically 
Black neighborhood, for just $10, 
thanks to the generous support of 
The Collins Foundation.”

The remaining tour dates are 

on sale now and are limited to 35 
participants per tour. All tours are 
held on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Portland tour dates are July 
25, Aug. 8, Aug. 22, Sept. 12 and 
Sept. 26. A Salem tour featuring 
special guest Gwen Carr will be 
held Aug. 22, and an Astoria tour 
with special guest Ron Craig is 
scheduled for Sept. 12. Tickets 
are available online.

Oregon Black Pioneers is Ore-
gon’s only historical society ded-
icated to preserving and present-
ing the experiences of African 
Americans statewide.

Insurers also blamed the ex-
piration of federal subsidies that 
had offset costs for many people 
and caused the Affordable Care 
Act program to balloon in size 
in recent years. When those tax 
credits expired in January, many 
plan costs skyrocketed. That 
prompted large swaths of enroll-
ees to depart the marketplace, 
leaving sicker patients who carry 
higher risks and costs, and driv-
ing premiums higher.

New state-by-state data post-
ed by the Trump administration 
shows that the overall ACA mar-
ketplace shrunk by more than 2.5 
million people over the past year, 
with some states seeing declines 
amounting to nearly a third of 
their enrollee population.

Some insurers added that fed-
eral regulatory changes contrib-
uted to their requests for higher 
premiums. For example, they 
said new enrollment and eligi-
bility requirements instituted by 
the Trump administration could 
affect the overall population of 
ACA enrollees.

While Affordable Care Act 
enrollees make up less than 10% 
of the population, similar cost 
drivers are likely to make other 
private plans, including employ-
er-sponsored plans, pricier too, 
according to KFF’s analysis.

A guide shares local history while holding open a photo book, bringing Portland’s past to life through 
stories and conversation. Photo courtesy of oregonblackpioneers.org.
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Honoring Unsung Heroes & Heroines
Allen Temple 
Hosts Annual 
Awards Luncheon

The Allen Temple C.M.E 
Church family would like to 
invite you to attend their annu-
al “Unsung Heroes & Heroines 
Award luncheon on September 
19th, 2026, at 1:30 pm at Allen 
Temple C.M.E Church 4236 NE 
8th Ave Portland, OR 97211.

Rev Dr. LeRoy Haynes Jr. 
is the Senior Pastor of Allen 
Temple C.M.E Church and 
Presiding Elder of both the                                  
Oregon/Washington and Alaska             
Pacific conferences. 

 Allen Temple C.M.E Church 
is a church that reaches beyond 
the walls to meet the needs and 
serve the community.

This is a fundraiser event to 
help with the continued cost of 
our outreach ministries. The 
cost of the tickets is $30.00 
each.  Youth 12 & under $20.00 
children 5 & under free. Please 
contact Rev Rhonda Smith at 
rhondiva3@gamil.com or Regi-
na Green at rgreen6025@gmail.
com for more information.

The purpose of the award is 
to acknowledge and honor indi-

Allen Temple C.M.E Church (Photo courtesy of Allen Temple C.M.E. 
Church via Facebook)
viduals and or organization (s) 
who are unknown but make a 
difference in the community in 
the city of Portland, or by as-
sisting undeserved individuals 
or groups and improving their 
quality of life.  The categories of 
recognition are in the following 
areas: Education, Drug Addic-
tion Programs, Homeless Min-
istry, Athletics, Religion, Youth 
Programs, Journalism/Media, 
Arts, Health/Foster Care, Gang 

Prevention/Intervention & So-
cial Justice.

Award nominations must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 5, 2026. Completed appli-
cations may be emailed to Rev. 
Rhonda Smith or Regina Green at 
the email addresses listed above 
or mailed to 4236 NE 8th Ave., 
Portland, OR 97211. Additional 
application forms are available 
upon request for those wishing to 
submit multiple nominations.

Lloyd Center Walkers
Mall Walkers 
Have Until 
August 8 to 
Enjoy the Route

Best friends who’ve been meeting for walks at Lloyd Center for 
over four years, still showing up for each other, one step at a time.

Mall walking has been a trusted 
form of exercise across the coun-
try for decades. At Lloyd Center, 
it has taken on a new life this year, 
drawing walkers of every age be-
fore the mall closes for good.

Long before Lloyd Center be-
came a flashpoint in a fight over 
demolition, it was something 
simpler for thousands of Port-
landers: a safe, level, weather-
proof place to walk.

Mall walking has been rec-
ommended for decades by pub-
lic health researchers as an ac-
cessible, low-barrier form of 
exercise, particularly for older 
adults and people with mobili-
ty limitations. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
working with the University of 
Washington's Health Promotion 
Research Center, co-authored a 
national program guide on mall 
walking, citing strong evidence 
for its health benefits among 

older adults with varying phys-
ical abilities. Indoor malls offer 
something few outdoor walking 
routes can: a flat, even surface, 
predictable temperature, accessi-
ble restrooms, and a safe, well-
lit environment regardless of 
rain, heat, or smoke outside.

That tradition has found new 
energy at Lloyd Center this 
year. A weekly walking group 
called Food Court 5000, found-
ed by Krista Catwood, has drawn 
growing crowds of walkers in 

retro '80s gear, looping the mall's 
floors together each Sunday 
to music and community. The 
group, which started as a small, 
fun way to get steps in, has ex-
ploded in popularity over the 
past year and was recently fea-
tured by NPR, drawing attention 
from across the country to one of 
Portland's most unexpected fit-
ness scenes.
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 Portland, OR 97227
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Fax 503.281.3408

REAP Celebrates Opening of New Behavioral Health Center
iety, depression, stress man-
agement, emotional regulation, 
and other behavioral health 
concerns. The event highlight-
ed the power of partnership 
and a shared commitment to 
creating spaces where young 
people feel supported, valued, 
and empowered to thrive.

REAP was honored to wel-
come special guests and part-
ners, including Ebony S. Clarke 
of the Oregon Health Authori-
ty, Toc Soneoulay-Gillespie of 
CareOregon, and Portland City 
Councilor Loretta Smith, who 
joined REAP families, staff, 
and community members in 
celebrating this important in-
vestment in youth wellness.

The Behavioral Health Clin-
ical Building was made possi-
ble through partnerships with 
the Oregon Health Authority, 
CareOregon, Prosper Port-
land, Ballmer Institute, Oregon 
Health & Science University 
(OHSU), and the Hillman Fam-
ily Foundation. Together, these 
partners have helped expand 
access to behavioral health 
services that are culturally re-
sponsive, equity-centered, and 

designed to meet the needs of 
the communities REAP serves.

“The opening of REAP’s 
Behavioral Health Clinical 
Building represents a signifi-
cant investment in the future of 
our young people and families. 
This space reflects our belief 
that every child deserves ac-

cess to culturally responsive, 
compassionate, and high-qual-
ity behavioral health services. 
We are deeply grateful to all 
our partners and supporters 
whose collaboration has made 
this vision a reality. Together, 
we are creating pathways for 
healing, hope, and opportuni-

ty for the next generation.” — 
Mark Jackson, Executive Di-
rector, REAP

The new facility expands 
REAP’s school-based and com-
munity-centered model of care 
by creating additional space 
for clinical support, healing, 
and connection. Services are 
delivered in partnership with 
schools, families, and commu-
nity organizations to ensure 
youth receive consistent, coor-
dinated, and developmentally 
appropriate support within the 
environments where they learn 
and grow.

“This new clinical facility 
is more than a building—it is 
a place where youth and fam-
ilies will experience safety, 
dignity, and belonging. Our 
approach is rooted in trau-
ma-informed care and cultural 
responsiveness, ensuring that 
the unique experiences and 
strengths of the communities 
we serve are honored. This 

REAP Celebrates Opening of New Behavioral Health Clinical Building, Expanding Culturally 
Responsive Care for Youth and Families

expansion allows us to deep-
en our impact and provide the 
support young people need to 
build resilience, achieve well-
ness, and thrive.”— DeShawn 
Williams, LCSW, Clinical Di-
rector, REAP.

REAP’s Behavioral Health 
Program provides compas-
sionate, trauma-informed, 
and culturally grounded care 
that supports youth and fami-
lies experiencing trauma and 
adverse experiences, anxiety 
and depression, stress man-
agement challenges, emotional 
regulation challenges, behav-
ioral health concerns, and so-
cial-emotional wellness needs.

The program is designed 
to provide equitable and cul-
turally responsive mental and 
behavioral health care to un-
derserved youth and families, 
strengthen emotional wellness, 
healing, and healthy develop-
ment, support youth through 
services that promote resil-
ience and growth, and deliver 
trauma-informed, equity-cen-
tered care that addresses barri-
ers to access.

While the opening of the 
Behavioral Health Clinical 
Building is a significant mile-
stone, REAP’s behavioral 
health services are not a public 
walk-in clinic. Care is provid-
ed through established school 
partnerships, family referrals, 
and community-based referral 
pathways to ensure youth re-
ceive consistent, coordinated 
support throughout the aca-
demic year.

The opening of this facili-
ty represents what is possible 
when community organiza-
tions, healthcare partners, 
public agencies, and sup-
porters come together with 
a shared commitment to the 
well-being and success of 
young people.
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94%
of Portland businesses are

Prosper Portland has a longstanding 
commitment to supporting Portland’s 
small businesses and entrepreneurs.

Whether you’re just starting out or 
scaling up, Prosper Portland’s Office 
of Small Business is here to help.

small businesses

Scan for more info or visit
PDXofficeOfSmallBusiness.com

Affordable Homes for Older Adults 55+
Meadowlark 
Place to Deliver 
104 Affordable 
Homes in 
Beaverton 

Christopher Ibeling (CPAH), Stephen McMurtrey (DCM Communities), Kevin Peterek (Banner Bank), 
US Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici, Kemp Shuey (Community Action), Oregon Senator Kate 
Lieber, Bryan Guiney (HUD), Beaverton Mayor Lacey Beaty, Jilian Saurage Felton (CPAH), Rachael 
Duke (CPAH), Washington County Chair Kathryn Harrington, Metro Councilor Gerritt Rosenthal

Community Partners for Af-
fordable Housing (CPAH) held 
a groundbreaking ceremony 
for our newest housing devel-
opment, Meadowlark Place, on 
July 9, 2026, in Beaverton. This 
community sits on the former 
Beaverton Community Center 
lot, directly across from the Bea-
verton City Library on SW 5th 
Street, adding 104 units of hous-
ing for older adults, 55+ years or 
older. The project was celebrated 
with Oregon elected officials and 
local leaders, including US Con-
gresswoman Suzanne Bonami-
ci, Oregon Senator Kate Lieb-
er, Washington County Chair 
Kathryn Harrington, Mayor of 
Beaverton Lacey Beaty, Met-
ro Councilor Gerritt Rosenthal, 
Oregon Field Office Director at 
the US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development Bryan 
Guiney, Community Action Ex-
ecutive Director Kemp Shuey 
and CPAH Executive Director 
Rachael Duke. 

Developed in partnership with 
DCM Communities, designed by 
Carleton Hart Architecture and 
under construction with LMC 
Construction, the building will 

incorporate an open design con-
cept that allows for flexibility in 
space usage. Designed to pro-
mote comfort, well-being, and a 
sense of belonging, Meadowlark 

Place will feature shared spaces 
where residents can gather and 
build meaningful relationships. 
Amenities including a commu-
nity room, outdoor courtyard, 

community gardens, and a sec-
ond-floor amenity deck will help 
create a welcoming place for 
older adults to age with digni-
ty and community. Of the 104 
units, 60 units are open to resi-
dents at 30% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI), 35 units at 50% 
AMI, and 9 studios at 30% AMI. 

“We are exhilarated to begin 
the construction of Meadowlark 
Place in Beaverton, across from 
the city library and farmer’s 
market, and around the corner 
from the senior center,” stated 
CPAH Executive Director Ra-
chael Duke. “Not only are we 
delivering 104 affordable apart-
ments for older adults, but we 
are working in partnership with 
the Native American Rehabil-
itation Association and Biene-
star, so that 30 of those apart-
ments are set aside for seniors 
who have been homeless and 10 
are set aside for households ag-
ing out of farmworker housing. 
And that isn’t all! In partnership 
with Community Action, we are 
building a Head Start program 
so that our youngest citizens can 
get the kind of early childhood 
education that will set them up 
for success.” 

The exciting addition of the 
Head Start facility, provided by 



Page 6   July 22, 2026

TriMet Service Changes Begin Aug. 23

A person with groceries approaches a TriMet bus (Photo courtesy of TriMet)

TriMet is urging riders to plan 
ahead and prepare for big chang-
es coming to our transit system 
beginning Sunday, Aug. 23. Their 
website – trimet.org – has been 
updated to include the adjustments 
we are making this year to help 
address our current $158 million 
long-term budget deficit. The ad-
justments affect 33 bus lines and 
the MAX Green Line. They bring 
changes for thousands of riders 
who depend on TriMet for safe, 
reliable transportation to work, 
school, medical appointments and 
much more, who may now have a 
longer walk; an added transfer; or 
an adjusted route, as part of their 
trip on TriMet. 

The service adjustments com-
ing in August are part of TriMet’s 
multi-year strategy to resolve our 
deficit by reducing expenses and 
increasing revenue. These chang-
es streamline our service, focusing 
on areas where people are most 
likely to ride, while reducing du-

plication and eliminating service 
where ridership is very low. 

TriMet’s upcoming service 
changes, taking effect Aug. 23, 
were developed with input from 
riders and the community to pre-
serve as much service as possible 
while addressing budget challeng-
es. The changes will reduce over-
lapping routes and discontinue 

Riders 
Encouraged 
to Plan Ahead

service in areas where ridership 
is low. The MAX Green Line will 
operate a shorter route, running 
only between Gateway and Clack-
amas Town Center transit centers. 
Riders will still be able to connect 
with other MAX lines at Gateway, 
and for many passengers, a bus 
route may provide a faster option 
for reaching Downtown Portland. 

Dozens of bus lines will be com-
bined or adjusted where routes 
overlap or run close to one anoth-
er, helping create a more efficient 
system while maximizing service 
investments. Some routes will be 
modified to maintain service in 
higher-ridership areas, while oth-
ers will run less frequently during 
times when fewer people are rid-

ing. Two bus lines will be discon-
tinued in areas with very low rid-
ership and no nearby alternative 
TriMet service.

A total of 34 of TriMet’s 79 bus 
lines and five MAX lines will be 
directly affected by the upcom-
ing service changes, including 
the elimination of two bus lines. 
Riders throughout the system may 
experience changes to their daily 
commutes, and TriMet encour-
ages passengers to visit trimet.
org and plan a trip for Aug. 23 to 
understand how the updates may 
impact their travel. Later this 
summer, TriMet will also update 
its Trip Planner with information 
on bus service for Portland high 
schools. While that service will 
continue, some students may need 
to adjust their routes compared 
with previous years.

The August service changes are 
part of a larger effort by TriMet 
to align spending with available 
resources and address the agen-
cy’s significant long-term budget 
deficit. During the current fiscal 
year, which began July 1, much 
of the effort to reduce the budget 
gap comes from internal spending 
cuts, including a historic reduc-
tion in staffing levels.

Rising Oil Prices Send 
Gas Costs Higher

(AP) — U.S. gas prices 
jumped to an average of $4 a 
gallon again Monday as the U.S. 
and Iran launched more attacks.

According to motor club 
federation AAA, the national 
average for a gallon of regular 
gasoline is now back to $4. The 
average price a year ago was 
$3.14 a gallon.

The price is a national aver-
age, meaning drivers in some 
states have been paying well 
over $4 a gallon for a while 
now, while others pay less. 
Prices vary between states due 
to factors ranging from nearby 
supply to differing tax rates.

Gas pumps are seen at a gas station in Buffalo Grove, Thursday, 
June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)

US Gas Prices 
Back Up to an 
Average of $4 a 
Gallon as Iran 
War Heats Up

People around the world are 
also dealing with high gas pric-
es as a result of the war.

Gas prices first went over $4 
a gallon on average at the end 
of March. They dipped below 
that in mid-June and contin-
ued to fall as crude oil prices 
eased when the U.S. and Iran 
reached an interim deal. Even 
then, President Donald Trump 
expressed frustration that gas 
prices weren’t falling as quickly 
as         oil prices.

Affordability is likely to be a 
key issue for voters in the U.S. 
midterm elections, and higher 
gas and oil prices can help push 
up prices for groceries and oth-
er goods.

Oil prices have climbed again 
in recent days as the U.S. and 
Iran move closer to resuming an 
all-out war.

Brent crude, the interna-
tional standard, fell slightly by 
Monday morning trading in the 
U.S. — down $1.64 to $86.46 
per barrel. But that’s still much 
higher than prewar levels, when 
crude was going for close to $70 
a barrel. Meanwhile, bench-
mark U.S. crude dropped $1.87 
to $79.91 per barrel.

Continued from Page 5

Affordable 
Homes for Older 
Adults 55+
Community Action, will bring 
three preschool classrooms to the 
community’s commercial space, 
along with indoor and outdoor 
play spaces for kids to learn and 
grow. CPAH is thrilled to bring 
this much-needed resource to the 
Beaverton Area. By combining 
affordable older adult housing 
with early childhood education, 
we’re helping build a vibrant, 
intergenerational community 
where community members of 
all ages can thrive together. 

“Meadowlark Place reflects 
the best of the Oregon way,” 
said Washington County Chair 
Kathryn Harrington. “Across ju-
risdictions, we come together, 
collaborate, and lift up solutions 
that strengthen our communities. 
Housing is the building block of 
a prosperous and just society, and 
we are proud to support the City 
of Beaverton as this new home for 
seniors comes to life.” 

 CPAH will provide planned 
services and programming, such 

as CPAH’s Thriving in Place 
program, which emphasizes 
older adult health and wellness 
activities, in addition to con-
necting residents to countywide 
senior services. 30 units are re-
served for Permanent Supportive 
Housing (PSH), providing hous-
ing with wraparound services for 
seniors who have experienced 
chronic homelessness, provided 
by Bienestar and NW NARA.  

 “Meadowlark Place represents 
the kind of partnership driven, 
future focused investment that 
strengthens Beaverton for gener-
ations. By bringing affordable se-
nior housing and vital early learn-
ing opportunities together in the 
heart of our city, we’re building a 
community where every resident, 
at every stage of life, can thrive,” 
said Beaverton Mayor Lacey 
Beaty. “I’m grateful to our local, 
regional, and federal partners for 
helping make this vision real, and 
I’m proud that Beaverton con-
tinues to lead with compassion, 
innovation, and a commitment to 
dignity for all.” 
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The Threat against 
Black Voters and 

American Democracy
By Rev. LeRoy Haynes Jr

There is an existential threat against 
Black Voters and Democracy with the 
April 29, 2026 decision by the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court decision to 
dismantle the last central pillar of the 
1965 Voters Rights Act.

In striking down Louisiana Congres-
sional map and signaling that majori-
ty-minority districts are constitutionally 
suspect. The court has with the stroke 
of a pen, undone what Doctor Martin Lu-
ther King Jr, Medgar Evers, John Lewis, 
and hundreds of other known and un-
known leaders and civil-rights foot-sol-
diers fought and died for to fulfill the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
American Constitution.

We paid a costly price for the 1965 
voters Righters Act in blood, sweat, 
and tears. People died! Black folks, 
White folks, Brown folks, churches were 
bombed, people were beaten half to 
death and jails were filled. As an orga-
nizer in the Student Non-Violent Coor-
dinating Committee (SNCC), I lived the 
experience in the struggle to include 
Black, Brown, and Indigenous people 
into full Citizenship with Civil and Hu-
man Rights.

In the historical perspective, we 
fought a civil war to bring forth emanci-
pation of Black Slaves. We passed Re-
construction constitution amendments 
(13th, 14th  and 15th).

For a short period of time newly 
Black Citizens were permitted to vote, 
but by 1896, the right to vote was tak-
en away through legal strategies, vio-
lent terrorism, voter suppression laws. 
For nearly 100 years Jim Crow kept 
Blacks from voting until the Modern   
Civil-rights movement.

Now, the John Roberts's partisan 
Supreme Court after striking down Sec-
tion 2 of the Voters Rights Act of 1965, 
strikes down section 4, leaving only a 
hollow skeleton.

This is an intentional existential 
threat to Black Voters and American De-
mocracy. It is Jim Crow 2.0; it is a move 
to break the movement for Freedom, 
Justice and Equality and turn the nation 
and Black Voters back to the 1950's. 
The evidence is manifested in now for-
mer Confederate States Legislators rap-
idly started drawing, redistricting maps 
to eliminate Black districts with Presi-
dent Trump's direction, even with some 
voting already having taken place.

Let us be perfectly clear-this is not a 
technical adjustment.

Congresswoman Terri Sewell of Sel-
ma, Alabama captures it when she stat-
ed: "(It's) the greatest reduction in repre-
sentation for Black and Minority voters 
since the years following Reconstruc-
tion." Some analysts project as many as 
nineteen majority- minority House seats 
may be redrawn out of existence.

Do not think because we lived in the 
Northwest and Oregon, this Supreme 
Court decision will not affect us. His-
tory has taught us that the battle for 
the Voters Rights Act will reach us in a 
variety of ways. We are already hearing 
calls to eliminate mail in ballots. What 
effect Black and Minority Voters will af-
fect us on the Federal level as well as 
State and Local.

Doctor King last written book was - 
Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or 
Community?

Our Nation, State and City have a 
choice, do we fulfill the Dream of King 
and those who died and sacrificed their 
lives for Freedom, Justice, and equality, 
or do we fall into chaos and return to Jim 
Crow days? I for one and many others of 
all races, and faith traditions say no to 
Jim Crow 2.0. Let a new Movement for 
Freedom, Justice and Equity break forth.

ByBy  Rev. LeRoy Haynes Jr.Rev. LeRoy Haynes Jr.; President 
of the Albima Ministerial Alliance (AMA) 
and Chairperson of the AMA Coalition 
for Justice and Police Reform. Contact 
at e-mail: allentemplepdx@gmail.com, 
phone: (503) 421-5353.

Rev. LeRoy Haynes Jr.

"People come to Lloyd Center to walk 
because it works, rain or shine, hot or 
smoky, any day of the week," said Sarah 
Taylor, with The Braided River Gallery 
inside Lloyd Center. "It's flat, it's safe, it's 
indoors, and it's brought together people 
who never would have met otherwise. 
That's not something you can replace 
with a parking lot."

For many older Portlanders and peo-
ple with disabilities, Lloyd Center has 
functioned as one of the only reliable 
indoor walking routes in the city, a 
level, weatherproof loop that does not 
require a car, a gym membership, or 

Lloyd Center Walkers
good weather. Outdoor sidewalks and 
trails in Portland are frequently uneven, 
poorly lit, or exposed to extreme heat, 
cold, and wildfire smoke, conditions 
that can make walking outside unsafe 
or impossible for people managing 
chronic health conditions.

When Lloyd Center closes on August 
8, that resource disappears, along with 
the community that has formed around 
it. Organizers and longtime walkers say 
they do not yet know where they will 
go next.

"We're not just losing a building. We're 
losing a place where people of every age 
can move their bodies safely, together, for 
free, every single day," Taylor said.

Department of Consumer and Business Services

dcbs.oregon.gov

Workers’ Compensation Division
Who we are and what we do:

In Oregon, employers must have workers’ compensation insurance. Workers’ 
compensation insurance coverage provides injured workers with medical treat-
ment, lost wages, and, in some cases, workplace accommodations. It also pro-
tects employers against legal claims that may result from work-related injuries 
or illnesses. The Workers’ Compensation Division enforces laws and regulations 
and provides services and resources to assist those in the workers’ compensa-
tion system.
To learn more about how workers’ compensation coverage can help you or if you 
are injured on the job and have questions about filing a claim and your rights, 
visit us at wcd.oregon.gov or call us at 800-452-0288 (toll free) or 503-947-7810

We provide free interpretation services

Classifieds/Bids

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com
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Explore your options at OPGR.org

Take a Break
Summer is the season of looking forward—to road trips,      
get-togethers with friends, and making changes. Maybe cutting 
back on gambling is one of those healthy changes you want 
to make. But where do you start when you’re ready to make   
a change?

You’re in the Driver’s Seat
If you’re considering cutting back on gambling—for now 
or forever—we can help. At OPGR.org, we have tips and 
tactics to help you make the changes that work for you. 
Take a quiz, check out free resources, or download Evive, 
an app that’s free for Oregonians, to help you cut back 
or pause your gambling. We can even connect you with 
counselors who can support you on this journey.

Nolan Wells to Be Remembered by Rev. Al Sharpton

Updated photo provided by the family in July 2026 shows Nolan Xavier Wells with 
his mother, Christine Wonsley. (Family photo via AP)

(AP) — Family and supporters of No-
lan Xavier Wells gathered in a Mississip-
pi church Monday to mourn and celebrate 
the 18-year-old, whose death following a 
July 4 boat trip with friends has captured 
national attention and prompted calls for an 
independent investigation.

The Rev. Al Sharpton was scheduled 
to officiate the funeral, with a call to jus-
tice delivered by the family’s lawyer, Ben 
Crump, a prominent civil rights attorney.

In the lead-up to the ceremony, relatives 
filed into the Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
church for a visitation period, backdropped 
by gospel singers and a photo slideshow 
featuring Wells, often grinning and decked 
out in football gear.

Wells’ mother, Christine Wonsley, said 
they would use the occasion to celebrate 
the life of their son, who she described       
as a “bright light” and a “sensitive soul.”

“He would not want us to be sitting 
around crying and eating, and so what 
we’re gonna do is kind of have a party to 
celebrate him,” she said last week.

Wells’ death has captured national atten-
tion, galvanizing Black leaders and touch-
ing off fraught discussions of racial tension 
and mistrust of law enforcement in the Deep 
South. The teenager, who was Black, had 
traveled by boat to Horn Island, a popular 
Fourth of July destination, with a group of 

friends from high school, all of whom were 
white. He did not return with his friends to 
the mainland that evening, officials said. 
His body was found two days later off 
the island’s coast. Jackson County Sheriff 
John Ledbetter has said Wells’ friends are 
cooperating with the investigation, which 
remains ongoing. He said initial interviews 
suggested Wells chose to stay on the island 
and that his friends believed he would get a 
ride with someone else.

But the still-unknown circumstances 
leading to Wells’ disappearance have fu-

eled rampant online speculation, along 
with questions from his parents about why 
he was left behind.

Crump has said another witness re-
ported Wells planned to leave on the boat 
with his friends, contradicting the sher-
iff’s statement. He also alleged that mes-
sages appeared to have been deleted from 
the phone, which was found with Wells’ 
friends, along with his keys.

The attorney, who is leading his own 
investigation into the death, said he 
would work alongside the local prosecu-

tor to inspect the device. The prosecutor 
agreed last week to present the results 
of the investigation to a grand jury once 
it is completed, Crump said. “Our lived 
experiences tell us that we must ques-
tion everything, everybody’s role, law 
enforcement’s role,” Crump said. “That 
is the lived experience as Black people       
in America.”

Wells, who would have turned 19 
next month, played wide receiver on the 
football team at Southwest Mississippi 
Community College in Summit, Missis-
sippi, and had aspirations of playing at a 
high-level Division I program.

“He was very sociable with everyone, 
didn’t meet a stranger,” his coach, Les 
George, told WAPT-TV. “He would pop 
up at my office and come sit on the couch 
just to hang out and talk.”

His death has drawn support from 
high-profile members of the Black com-
munity. Actor and producer Tyler Perry 
is helping pay for Wells’ funeral. Former 
NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick is 
helping pay for his independent autop-
sy, and filmmaker Spike Lee attended a 
news conference last week in support of 
Wells’ family. In a joint statement last 
week, members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus called for an independent 
and transparent investigation into Wells’ 
death, adding that “too many questions 
remain unanswered.”

“We hope the outpouring of concern 
and support from people across the coun-
try in recent days brings them some com-
fort in the days ahead,” they said.

An 18-year-Old’s 
Death and a Family’s 
Search for Answers 


