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Celebrating the Grand Opening of
T. Joyce Phillips Affordable Housing

umber 17 Committed to

Historic
Redevelopment
Transforms 40
Homes into 187-unit
for the Community

Home Forward, Metro, Oregon Hous-
ing and Community Services (OHCS), the
City of Portland, development partners,
residents and Concordia neighborhood
community members came together today
to celebrate the grand opening of T. Joyce
Phillips (formerly Dekum Court) redevel-
opment effort. The event celebrated the
successful transformation of 40 affordable
apartment homes into a vibrant and modern
187-unit affordable housing community in
Northeast Portland. Redevelopment efforts
added 147 additional homes to the 5.3-acre
lot, which was made possible through the
voter-approved 2018 Metro Affordable
Housing Bond.

“This project represents what’s possi-
ble when we truly center residents in our
planning process,” said Home Forward
CEO Ivory Mathews. “From day one,
our families were partners in reimagin-
ing their community. Their voices, their
dreams, and their needs guided every de-
cision we made.”

Community Partners Celebrate The Grand Opening

The community is named in hon-
or of T. Joyce Phillips, a beloved early
learning educator at Albina Head Start
who served Dekum Court residents for
decades. Phillips dedicated her career
to early childhood education at Albina
Head Start, where she worked directly
with families from Dekum Court. Her

approach to community building — listen-
ing to residents, amplifying their voices,
and creating spaces for connection — be-
came the foundation for how the redevel-
opment process was conducted.

Teresa Phillips, speaking about her
mother’s legacy, shared, “My mother be-
lieved that every child deserved a strong

foundation, and every family deserved
a place to call home. She would be so
proud to see the same spirit of caring for
one another that she championed at Albi-
na Head Start.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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A Block Party to Celebrate the

Photo by Mark Washington of the Portland Observer.

Grand Opening of Albina One

Albina Vision
Trust Celebrates
the Grand Opening
of its First Housing
Development

Albina One marks the first step in real-
izing the Albina Vision Trust’s plan to re-
root families in the heart of Portland’s his-
torically Black neighborhood. Albina One
is a landmark project that combines deep
affordability, cultural restoration, and sus-
tainable design.

The 94-unit development offers fam-
ily-sized apartments, with 19 affordable
units supported by project-based vouchers
and most homes leased through Portland’s
N/NE Preference Policy, giving displaced
families and their descendants a path to re-
turn to Albina.

“The Albina Vision Trust is honored to
serve as the catalyst in bringing the real-

ization of Albina One to our community
and to our city,” said Michael Alexander,
Board Chair of AVT. “It reflects what we
can accomplish when aspirations, dreams,
and commitment to the greater good drive
our efforts, our resolve and our resources.”
Developed by Albina Vision Trust in
partnership with Edlen & Co., the proj-
ect was built by Colas Construction, one
of Oregon’s largest Black-owned general
contractors, and designed by LEVER Ar-
chitecture under the leadership of Chandra
Robinson. On-site resident services will be
provided by POIC, a long-standing legacy
organization in Albina. The project marks
only the second time a Black owned con-
struction company has put a crane in the
sky in Oregon’s history, both of which
have been projects constructed by Colas.
“Growing up in Northeast Portland,
I understand the history, resilience, and
meaning this neighborhood holds for the
Black community,” shared Andrew Colas,
President & CEO of Colas Construction.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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The Westcoast Alliance

Governors Form
Alliance in
Rebuke of Trump
Administration

(AP) — The Democratic governors of
Washington state, Oregon and Califor-
nia announced Wednesday that they have
created an alliance to establish their own
recommendations for who should receive
vaccines because they believe the Trump
administration is putting Americans’ health
at risk by politicizing the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

The announcement came the same day
that Florida said it will phase out all child-
hood vaccine mandates. Republican Gov.
Ron DeSantis plans to curb vaccine re-
quirements and other health mandates that
evolved during the COVID-19 pandemic
in his state.

The differing responses come as
COVID-19 cases rise and as Health Secre-
tary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has restructured
and downsized the CDC and attempted to
advance anti-vaccine policies that are con-
tradicted by decades of scientific research.
Concerns about staffing and budget cuts
were heightened after the White House
sought to oust the agency’s director and

From left: Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek, Washington Gov. Bob Ferguson and California
Gov. Gavin Newsom.

some top CDC leaders resigned in protest.

“The CDC has become a political tool
that increasingly peddles ideology instead
of science, ideology that will lead to severe
health consequences,” the governors said
in a joint statement. “The dismantling of
public health and dismissal of experienced
and respected health leaders and advis-
ers, along with the lack of using science,
data, and evidence to improve our nation’s
health are placing lives at risk,” California
State Health Officer Erica Pan said in the
news release.

Washington state Health Secretary
Dennis Worsham said public health is
about “preventing illness, preventing the
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spread of disease, and preventing early,
avoidable deaths.”

“Vaccines are among the most pow-
erful tools in modern medicine; they
have indisputably saved millions of
lives,” Oregon Health Director Sejal
Hathi said. “But when guidance about
their use becomes inconsistent or po-
liticized, it undermines public trust at
precisely the moment we need it most.”

The three states plan to coordi-
nate their vaccine recommendations
and immunization plans based on
science-based evidence from respect-
ed national medical organizations,
according to a joint statement from

Washington Gov. Bob Ferguson, Or-
egon Gov. Tina Kotek and California
Gov. Gavin Newsom.

U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services spokesman Andrew G. Nixon
shot back in a statement Wednesday that
“Democrat-run states that pushed unsci-
entific school lockdowns, toddler mask
mandates, and draconian vaccine passports
during the COVID era completely erod-
ed the American people’s trust in public
health agencies.”

He said the administration’s Adviso-
ry Committee on Immunization Practic-
es “remains the scientific body guiding
immunization recommendations in this
country, and HHS will ensure policy is
based on rigorous evidence and Gold
Standard Science, not the failed politics
of the pandemic.”

Meanwhile, public health agencies
across the country have started taking
steps to ensure their states have access to
vaccines after U.S. regulators came out
with new policies that limited access to
COVID-19 shots.

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker’s health depart-
ment said last week it is seeking advice
from medical experts and its own commit-
tee on COVID-19 vaccines and other im-
munizations for the fall respiratory season.

The health department plans to provide
residents “with specific guidance by the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Man Charged in Federal Court
with Interfering with a Flight Crew

Ex-pilot Accused
of Trying to Cut a
Passenger Flight’s
Engines Reaches
Plea Deals

A former Alaska Airlines pilot
accused of trying to cut the en-
gines of a passenger flight in 2023
while riding off-duty in the cock-
pit has reached plea agreements
with state and federal prosecutors,
his attorney said Thursday.

Attorney Noah Horst declined
to discuss details of the agree-
ments ahead of change-of-plea
hearings his client, Joseph Em-
erson, faces Friday in state and
federal court in Oregon. He said
that Emerson reached the plea
agreements because he wants
to take responsibility for his ac-
tions and hopes to avoid further
time behind bars.

Emerson was subdued by the
flight crew after trying to cut the
engines of a Horizon Air flight
from Everett, Washington, to
San Francisco on Oct. 22, 2023,
while he was riding in an extra
seat in the cockpit. The plane
was diverted to Portland, where it
landed safely with more than 80
people on board.

Joseph David Emerson, back, appears in Multnomah County
Circuit Court for an indictment hearing in Portland, Ore., on Dec. 7,
2023. (Dave Killen/The Oregonian via AP, Pool, File)

Emerson told police he was
despondent over a friend’s re-
cent death, had taken psychedelic
mushrooms about two days ear-
lier, and hadn’t slept in over 40
hours. He has said he believed he
was dreaming at the time and that
he was trying to wake himself up
by grabbing two red handles that
would have activated the plane’s
fire suppression system and cut
off fuel to its engines. He was
charged in federal court with in-
terfering with a flight crew. A
state indictment in Oregon sepa-
rately charged him with 83 counts
of endangering another person
and one count of endangering an
aircraft. He previously pleaded

not guilty to all the charges, but
on Friday was expected to plead
guilty to the federal charge and
no-contest to the state charge,
which carries the same legal ef-
fect as a guilty plea.

Emerson was released from
custody in December 2023 pend-
ing trial, with requirements that
he undergo mental health ser-
vices, stay off drugs and alcohol,
and keep away from aircraft. In
the meantime, he has founded a
nonprofit focused on pilot men-
tal health.

The averted disaster renewed
attention on cockpit safety and
the mental fitness of those al-
lowed in them.

Police Arrest Suspect 1n
Spahnle-Bailey Homicide

Search Continues
for Two Suspects

The first suspect in the mur-
der of 13-year-old Liam Spahn-
le-Bailey has been arrest-
ed. Liam was killed in April,
when gunfire from a neighbor-
ing apartment passed through
the wall and struck him while
he slept. In the early hours of
September 9th, multiple law
enforcement agencies served a
search warrant at a residence in
northeast Portland and arrested
Anthony Hunter Jr.

“With this arrest, a danger-
ous fugitive has been brought
to justice; however, our work is
not done,” said Gresham Police
Chief Travis Gullberg. “Two
suspects are still wanted for Li-
am’s murder. Our officers, de-
tectives, and law enforcement

partners will not stop. We will
work tirelessly until they, too,
are found and apprehended.”

Xavier Hirsch, age 20, and
17-year-old Terrell Coy are both
wanted for Murder in the Second
Degree, and other crimes. The
US Marshals Service is offering
rewards of $5,000 each for infor-
mation leading to their arrest.

Multnomah County District
Attorney Nathan Vasquez said,
“l appreciate the diligent work
of detectives to get justice for Li-
am’s family. I continue to urge
the members of the community to
come forward with information on
Xavier Hirsch and Terrell Coy.”

The Gresham Police Depart-
ment would like to thank the
US Marshals Service, Portland
Police Bureau, and Multnomah
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice for their assistance leading
to this arrest.

William “Liam” Spahnle-Bailey
(Photo Courtesy of Gresham
Police Dept)



Page 4

Che FPortland Gbserver

September 10, 2025

Honoring the Legacy of Portland S Black owned Newspapers

Celebrating the
Expansion of
Historic Story
Boulders at
Dawson Park

Portland Parks & Recreation
(PP&R) proudly announces the
latest addition to Dawson Park’s
Historic Story Boulders, an instal-
lation honoring the legacy of Port-
land’s Black-owned newspapers.

Originally installed in 2014 as
part of significant park improve-
ments, Dawson Park's story
boulders have become a beloved
educational and cultural feature.
The twelve original boulders
honor key moments and move-
ments in Portland's history, in-
cluding the 1963 Medgar Evers
Memorial Freedom March, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s 1961
visit to Portland, the legacy of
local civil rights activism, and
community contributions to arts,
commerce, and civic life.

Now, thanks to a commu-
nity-led effort and funding ap-
proved by Portland City Council,
anew story boulder has been add-
ed to the park. This addition hon-
ors the vital role of Black-owned
newspapers in Portland’s history
- most notably The Skanner News
and The Portland Observer, along
with many others that have doc-
umented, uplifted, and advocated

Dawsn Park bouldes honor Black mdia i Portlad

for Portland’s Black community
over generations.

“This project is about the leg-
acy of Black-owned media, and
how it's been a part of Portland
since we became a real city,” says
Bernie Foster, Co-founder and
Publisher of The Skanner News,
who championed the idea. “I'm
humbled knowing that the story of
Black storytelling will be told for
generations, and through art.”

The new boulder features a
photo-etched stainless steel im-
agery plate, designed to match
the artistic style of the original
installations. The original project
team returned to bring this vision
to life, with the important addition
of local Black historian Kimberly

Moreland, who contributed histor-
ical research for the new panel.

“Dawson Park is a place where
history and community come to-
gether,” says Priya Dhanapal,
Deputy City Administrator for
Public Works. “We’re honored
to support projects that celebrate
and preserve the enduring contri-
butions of Portland’s Black com-
munity and connect residents and
visitors to the stories that have
shaped our city.”

In addition to installing the
new boulder, PP&R replaced all
12 existing imagery plates, art
objects which had experienced
wear over time, and is completing
restoration work on the boulders
themselves to ensure their contin-

ued beauty and accessibility for
future generations.

“Dawson Park is more than a
green space, and it’s a privilege
to help preserve community his-
tory in a meaningful and visible
way.” says PP&R Interim Direc-
tor Sonia Schmanski.

Today, visitors to Dawson Park
can experience the full collection
of 13 Historic Story Boulders, a
powerful and permanent tribute to
Portland’s Black history, activism,
and cultural legacy.

Dawson Park is a small, vi-
brant neighborhood park in North
Portland. For more than 100
years, it has been a place where
neighbors gather, kids play and
thrive. The park is especially im-

portant to Portland’s Black com-
munity and provided a key meet-
ing space during the civil rights
movement. Today, it continues to
honor that legacy while offering
a welcoming space for everyone.

At the center of the park is a
large open lawn, perfect for pic-
nics, playing, or relaxing under
the shade of tall trees. A gaze-
bo with an onion-shaped dome,
salvaged from the historic Hill
Block Building, stands as a pow-
erful symbol of the neighbor-
hood’s past.

Kids love the updated play-
ground, which includes senso-
ry play features and adaptive
swings. The interactive splash
pad is a favorite on hot summer
days and includes 12 seed-shaped
boulders that share the park’s
deep history through stories and
images. The basketball court,
newly renovated in 2023 thanks
to a partnership between PP&R,
Nike, and the Portland Trailblaz-
ers, is accessible and well-used.

Dawson Park is also home to
free community events during the
summer. These include concerts,
movies, and the Free Lunch +
Play program (part of Summer
Free For All), which offers meals
for kids.

The park is easy to get to by
bus, walking, rolling, or biking.
All main pathways, restrooms,
picnic tables, and play areas are
accessible. Dawson Park is a
place of connection, history, and
joy. Whether one comes to learn,
relax, play, or celebrate, there’s
something there for everyone.

Minnesota Man Freed After 27 Years Behind Bars

Key Witness
Confesses
to Murder

A Minnesota man wrongly con-
victed of murder who spent nearly
three decades in prison after being
falsely implicated by a woman
who has since confessed to the
crime was released Thursday.

State District Court Judge
Marta Chou had vacated Bryan
Hooper Sr.'s first-degree murder
conviction the day before. He
was released Thursday morning
from Stillwater Correctional Fa-
cility, a Great North Innocence
Project spokesperson said.

“Today, the courts have af-
firmed what Bryan Hooper, his
family, his loved ones, and his
advocates have always known:
Mr. Hooper is an innocent man,”
Hennepin County  Attorney
Mary Moriarty said in a state-
ment. “It is our duty as prosecu-
tors to hold the correct individu-
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Bryan Hooper Sr. speaks to reporters outside Stillwater Prison on
Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025 in Bayport, Minn. after being exonerated
in the 1998 murder of Ann Prazniak. (Matt Sepic/Minnesota

Public Radio via AP)

als responsible for their actions,
and that duty demands that we
acknowledge our mistakes and
make things right as quickly as
we can.”

Hooper reunited with his
children and planned to enjoy a
meal with them and spend time
with family, Project spokesper-

son Hayley Poxleitner said. He
also plans to make his home
for now in the Twin Cities area,
where his children live.

In 1998, a jury convicted
Hooper of premeditated murder,
felony murder while commit-
ting burglary and felony murder
while committing kidnapping

in connection with the death of
77-year-old Ann Prazniak. His
conviction hinged largely on
testimony from a woman who
authorities say has since con-
fessed to the crime.

Police found Prazniak’s body
in April 1998 in a cardboard box
wrapped with Christmas lights
in a closet in her Minneapolis
apartment — her ankles, nose,
mouth, wrists and head bound
and her body wrapped in gar-
bage bags, blankets and bed-
ding. Her cause of death was
ruled asphyxiation, and she died
two weeks to a month before po-
lice found her body, according
to court documents.

Hooper received three life
sentences with the possibility of
release after 30 years. In 2020,
a judge granted his request to
vacate two of three first-degree
murder charges after he argued
he was wrongly convicted and
sentenced for three counts of
first-degree murder against the
same person.

Last month, Moriarty an-
nounced her office’s support of

Hooper’s release, saying a cru-
cial trial witness had recanted
her testimony amid the office’s
review of the case and confessed
to killing Prazniak and hiding
her body. Jailhouse informants
who implicated Hooper also re-
canted their testimony long ago,
Moriarty has said.

Moriarty’s office and the
Great North Innocence Project
asked the court to vacate Hoop-
er’s conviction.

The judge wrote, “The Court
finds that Mr. Hooper’s convic-
tion was tainted by false evi-
dence and that without this false
testimony, the jury might have
reached a different conclusion.”

With Hooper cleared and
freed, the Prazniak case will go
back to the Minneapolis Police
Department for any additional
investigation, Hennepin County
Attorney’s Office Chief of Staff
Shawn Daye said.

The woman who officials
said confessed to the killing is
in prison in Georgia for an as-
sault-related crime and will be
released in about four years.
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Former heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson stands on the
field before an NFL football game between the Las Vegas Raiders
and the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sept. 24, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP

Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)

Boxing Icons Tyson,
Mayweather Meet 1n 2026

Heavy Hitters

Return for the Fans

(AP) Mike Tyson and Floyd
Mayweather Jr. are set to meet in
an early 2026 matchup of boxing
Hall of Famers.

Tyson, who will turn 60 next
year, will return to the ring after
his loss to Jake Paul last year in an
eight-round bout. He’ll meet the
unbeaten Mayweather, 48, who
said the “exhibition will give the
fans what they want.”

No date or site was provided in
the announcement Thursday by
CSI Sports, the live boxing produc-
tion company which will launch a
media streaming and broadcast
partnership with this event.

“When CSI came to me about
stepping in the ring with Floyd
Mayweather, I thought, ‘No way
this happens,”” Tyson said in the

Internation Boxing Hall of Fame class of 2021 inductee Floyd
Mayweather acknowledges paradegoers during the annual Parade
of Champions on Sunday, June 12, 2022, in Canastota, N.Y. (John
Haeger/Standard-Speaker via AP)

release announcing the fight.
“But, Floyd said yes.”

“This fight is something neither
the world nor I ever thought would
or could happen. However, box-
ing has entered a new era of the
unpredictable — and this fight is
as unpredictable as it gets,” Tyson
added. “I still can’t believe Floyd
wants to really do this. It’s going
to be detrimental to his health, but
he wants to do it, so it’s signed and
it’s happening!”

Tyson was a heavyweight
champion and though Mayweath-
er won titles in five weight class-
es, none was above the 154-pound
limit of junior middleweight. His
last official bout of his 50-win ca-
reer was against MMA star Conor
McGregor in 2017.

That fight, along with his vic-
tories over Manny Pacquiao and
Canelo Alvarez, were the three
richest bouts in boxing history.

New Portland Fire General
Manager, Vanja Cernivec

Cernivec will
Oversee all
Basketball
Perperations,
Including Leading
the Search for

the Team’s Head
Coach

The Portland Fire have hired
Golden State Valkyries exec-
utive Vanja Cernivec as the
expansion WNBA team's new
general manager, the Fire an-
nounced Monday.

Cernivec has served as vice
president of basketball oper-
ations for the Valkyries since
June 2024, helping build the
team ahead of its first year in
the league.

With the Fire, Cernivec will
oversee all basketball opera-

Ride More,
Pay Less

Ride all you want fo
just $28/month with
our reduced-fare ™

Hop card.

Apply now at
trimet.org/save

New Portland Fire General
Manager, Vanja Cernivec
Credit: Portland Fire

tions, including the search for
a head coach and the construc-
tion of the team's first roster.
She'll start on Sept. 15.
“Portland is a city with a
deep passion for the game, and

I want this team to reflect that
energy in this new era — root-
ed in legacy, fueled by passion,
and driven by a relentless pur-
suit of excellence," Cernivec
said in a statement released by
the Fire.

The expansion Fire begin
play next season, along with the
Toronto Tempo.

"Vanja is a visionary, and
we are confident she will help
define what this franchise can
be,” Fire co-owner Lisa Bhathal
Merage said. “As a foundation-
al leader in this new chapter for
the Fire, she brings the experi-
ence, integrity, and passion for
advancing the women’s game
that this moment demands.”

Cernivec has also worked
with the NBA's Basketball
without Borders program, and
was a scout for the Chicago
Bulls from 2020 to 2022.

Her appointment as general
manager of the Fire was first re-
ported by a local media outlet,
the Rose Garden Report.

TRIG MET
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Clark College Awarded $78K Job Skills Grant

Clark Partners with
Local Companies for

Workforce Training

Clark College has been awarded $77,610
job skills grant to train a consortium of lo-
cal employees including Cascadia Metals,
Kyocera, nLight, and Vigor, local compa-
nies who are looking to transition toward
a lean culture focusing on continuous im-
provement and leadership training.

The college’s Community, Continuing
Education & Customized Training depart-
ment has collaborated with ETI Group to
develop a comprehensive training plan
tailored to meet these business needs for
customized, short-term, and job-specific
training for this consortium of employers.
ETI Group provides a broad range of train-
ing and consulting services for Six Sigma,
Lean, process improvement, teambuilding
and management.

The objective of the training program is
to create a lean culture focused of contin-
uous improvement and practices. The goal
is to equip employees to develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills to im-
prove processes, function, and efficiency,
while facilitating the change and continued
transition to a Lean Culture.

This training is needed to help the con-
sortium of manufacturing companies over-
come the changes and growth opportuni-
ties they are currently experiencing.

“We are excited to partner with local
businesses to create relevant educational

.

Sl

Clark College Campus

pathways that bolster the skills of our
local workforce,” Clark College Presi-
dent Dr. Karin Edwards said. “Clark Col-
lege has a long history of strengthening
the Southwest Washington community
through these partnerships which are so
integral to our community’s economic
and educational vitality.”

Working closely with the Washington
State Jobs Skills Program (JSP), these
grants are awarded to licensed education-
al institutions in Washington. JSP funds
the training cost, with partner employers

provide a cash or in-kind match.

“Clark College is available and ready
to assist local businesses with custom-
ized training for their employees,” said
Ann Campbell, Director of Community
Continuing Education and Customized
Training. Interested businesses can reach
out to Campbell at alcampbell@clark.
edu or call 360.992.2356.

As the grant requires dollar-for-dollar
matching, employers ensures that partic-
ipating employees are paid their hourly
wage and benefits to attend the training,
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as well as managerial support in organiz-
ing and ensuring employee participation
in the training.

Manufacturing is ranked as the #2
industry in Southwest Washington and
contributes to the region’s econom-
ic vitality. Meanwhile, unemployment
in Clark County is at a record low of
less than 5%, resulting in a shortage of
skilled labor to meet job demands. The
additional training will help current em-
ployees build competencies and upgrade
their skills.
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White Bird Presents:
omplexions Contemporary Ballet

Jaw-dropping
Choreography
and Incredible
Athleticism!

White Bird is thrilled to wel-
come back crowd-favorite, Com-
plexions Contemporary Ballet,
for their 2025-26 season. Known
for their jaw-dropping choreog-
raphy and incredible athleticism,
Complexions returns with an epic
program featuring a selection of
engaging, iconic pieces, including
Dwight Rhoden's exhilarating new
work featuring the music of U2,
"FOR CRYING OUT LOUD."
The performances will take place
at the Newmark Theatre from Oc-
tober 2-4.

Since Complexions’ founding
in 1994, co-founders and artis-
tic directors Dwight Rhoden and
Desmon Richardson have institut-
ed an instantly recognizable syn-
thesis of contemporary and clas-
sical dance, celebrating diversity,
artistry, and individuality as the
heart of the company. Richardson
is a Tony Award Nominee, Pres-
idential Scholar in the Arts, and
former principal dancer for the
Alvin Ailey American Dance The-
ater, American Ballet Theater, and
Frankfurt Ballet. Principal chore-
ographer Rhoden has created over
100 ballets for Complexions and
other prestigious companies, in-
cluding the San Francisco Ballet
and New York City Ballet.

Complexions will perform six
uniquely powerful pieces cho-

Complexions Contemporary Ballet Group shot 2024. Photo courtesy of Whitebird.

reographed by Dwight Rhoden.
In the hypnotic full-company
piece, “This Time with Feeling,”
poised dancers stretch out into a
single captivating line set against
frosty lights and lush fog. An in-
stant spark between two strangers
comes with highs and lows, beau-
tifully depicted in “First Comes
Love,” a vibrant duet bursting
with chemistry. Choreographed in
2000, the powerful trio, “Gone,”
embodies the anguish and passion
of Civil Rights Activist Odetta’s
accompanying ballad, “Another
Man Done Gone.” A crowd fa-

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.
Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453
Fax 503.281.3408
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vorite since 1995, the sublime pas
de deux, “Ave Maria,” set to the
music of Giulio Caccini, balances
urgent passion and measured rev-
erence. Matching the thunderous
music of Hans Zimmer, dancers in
gauzy white garb double as bois-
terous and unapologetic percus-
sion artists in “Mercy.”
Complexions’ new stirring,
nuanced work, “FOR CRYING
OUT LOUD,” set to the music of
U2, exemplifies the fundamental
values of the company through
Rhoden’s trademark dynamic
choreography. Exceptional danc-

<

ers push the bounds of feasible
physicality with dazzling leaps,
lifts, slides, and twirls in this elec-
trifying fusion of poignant rock
and passionate ballet. With pow-
erful and sensitive movement,
“FOR CRYING OUT LOUD” is
a raw, emotive journey of com-
munal and individual identity,
proudly exclaiming Complexions’
long-standing message of unity
and empathy.

As part of our commitment to
community engagement, Com-
plexions Contemporary Ballet’s
visit includes an Intermediate/

Contract with

Port of

Vancouver USA

Advanced Dance Workshop.
White Bird and Complexions
Contemporary Ballet present a
dynamic workshop for dancers
ages 13+, led by Associate Artis-
tic Directors Jillian Davis and Joe
Gonzales. Hosted by Oregon Bal-
let Theatre, the session includes
a barre warm-up, Complexions
repertoire, and a Q&A. Attendees
of Friday’s performance on Oc-
tober 3, 2025, will have the op-
portunity to join in conversation
with members of Complexions
Contemporary Ballet immediate-
ly following the show.

Sign up to get

notified about bid
opportunities that align
with your business.

www.portvanusa.com/about/
doing-business-with-the-port/
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Celebrating
the Importance
of Science

The Oregon Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry (OMSI) returns
for the third Oregon Science Fes-
tival on September 13 and 14,
bringing together individuals,
families, and all lifelong learners
to celebrate the importance of sci-
ence as a force vital to our local
culture, education, and economy.

The Oregon Science Festival
includes Science Week, five days
of events in the Portland Metro
Area and beyond, and culminates
in the weekend Science Festival at
OMSI. From Monday, September
8, to Friday, September 12, com-
munity partners will host events
and tours that highlight STEAM
experimentation, advancements
in science and innovation, and
local organizations who connect
STEAM and our community. Part-
ners include Oaks Park, Vintage
Tektronix Museum, Pacific NW
College of Art, and the Portland
Fruit Tree Project.

The week is capped by the
Oregon Science Festival on Sat-
urday, September 13, and Sun-

T Portland Ohserver
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Attendees focused on science experiments at OMSI

day, September 14, at OMSI.
The celebration features more
than 41 partner booths, science
demonstrations with OMSI ed-
ucators, plus events and work-
shops across the museum. New
this year is the Curiosity Stage
on the front plaza, which will
feature story times, Taiko drum-
mers, a magic show, and a sci-
ence comedy show.

“This is the event of the year if
you love science, engineering, or
innovation of any kind, “says Mel-
ony Beaird, Director of Events at
OMSI. “This year, attendees can
expect fun-filled, hands-on learn-
ing about robotics, fossils, sus-
tainability, music, and more!”

Event sponsor the Oregon Col-
lege Savings Plan will present a
special guest, Curious George, at

their vendor table on Saturday,
Sept 13. "What a privilege it is to
sponsor the Oregon Science Festi-
val, an event that brings STEAM
education to life for young peo-
ple across our state,” said State
Treasurer, Elizabeth Steiner. “The
Oregon College Savings Plan
is all about investing in those
young minds and their educa-
tional futures. We're also looking
forward to previewing an upcom-
ing change to our program, with
the goal of helping more families
navigate their saving journey with
confidence. And what better way
to celebrate hands-on exploration
and curiosity—key elements of
STEAM education—than with the
one and only Curious George?"

Partner and sponsor Portland
General Electric, a strong support-
er of STEAM education, will also
be on site with its fully electric
tiny home for families to explore
and see firsthand the environmen-
tal and cost-saving benefits of
electrifying their homes. Kids can
also learn about powering their
communities through energy re-
sources like solar.

PGE’s Vice President of Policy
and Resource Planning and OMSI
Board Trustee, Kristen Sheeran
said OMSI is leading the charge
to make STEAM education fun

cience Festival

and exciting. “Portland General
believes hands-on learning is key
to inspiring our future leaders and
teaching them about careers in en-
ergy,” said Sheeran. “Events like
Oregon Science Fest are empow-
ering our future innovators to cre-
ate sustainable communities for
all of us.”

Quantum Fiber has also
teamed up with OMSI to support
the event. “Quantum Fiber be-
lieves access to innovative tech-
nology opens doors for students
and empowers communities to
thrive. We’re honored to support
the Oregon Science Festival as it
inspires curiosity and imagina-
tion in young minds throughout
our region.”

Food carts will also be on site
for visitors. Tesla coil demos, live
reptiles, stop-motion animation
tutorials, AR smart glasses demos,
robots in action—all this and so
much more awaits families, stu-
dents, and explorers of all ages.

Thank you to Oregon Science
Festival’s sponsors: the Ore-
gon College Savings Plan, PGE,
Quantum Fiber, First Tech Federal
Credit Union, Forth, and Weir.

For more information and a
full up-to-date schedule of events,
visit https://omsi.edu/events/
oregon-sci-fest/.

Bringing Fall Flavor to the Columbia Gorge

Celebrating The

Orchard & Ale Fest

and Harvest Fest

Hood River celebrates the fall
harvest season with the return of
two beloved traditions: the new-
ly revamped Orchard & Ale Fes-
tival, formerly the Hood River
Hops Fest, and the long-stand-
ing Hood River Valley Harvest
Festival, now in its 42nd year.
Together, they deliver the re-
gion’s signature blend of fla-
vor, community, and Columbia
Gorge scenery that make Hood
River the perfect setting for a
fall getaway.

“Fall in Hood River is a time
when everything slows down just
enough to be savored,” says Ka-
tie Kadlub, CEO of Visit Hood
River. “Orchard & Ale Fest and
Harvest Fest capture that feeling
perfectly. The events showcase
what makes this valley so spe-
cial: its farms, its makers, and
its incredible sense of place. To-
gether, they’re the cornerstone
of fall in Hood River.”

A
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The festivities begin Satur-
day, Oct. 4, with the Orchard &
Ale Festival. Formerly known as
Hood River Hops Fest, the festi-
val has now expanded to feature
more than 100 fresh hop beers

Giant pumpkin photo courtesy of the Harvest Fest

and cider taps from over 50
Northwest producers. Highlight-
ing the best of Oregon’s brewer-
ies and cideries alongside food
vendors and live music. Details,
including ticket information and

schedules, can be found at or-
chardandale.com.

“The Hood River Hops Fest
was pioneered by downtown
business owners nearly twen-
ty years ago,” said Lee Perry,

event producer for True West
Presents. “Thanks to their ded-
ication, the event has grown
year after year. Now, as Orchard
& Ale Fest, we celebrate both
hops harvest and fruit harvest
through libation at a scenic
home along the waterfront.”

The following weekend, Oct.
10-12, the Hood River Val-
ley Harvest Festival takes over
the waterfront. With more than
80 vendors offering local pro-
duce, handmade goods, and
wine, beer, and cider tastings,
Harvest Fest is a celebration of
the Gorge’s fall bounty that has
drawn visitors for more than
four decades. More information
and tickets are available at ho-
odriverharvestfestival.com.

Both festivals will once again
be held at the Hood River Event
Site, situated along the water-
front with a backdrop of the Co-
lumbia River, just minutes from
downtown. The venue offers at-
tendees the opportunity to enjoy
sweeping views of the Gorge
while tasting, shopping, and cel-
ebrating the season.
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Exoneree Share’s
His Story at
Oregon Innocence
Project Benefit

A man with strong Oregon connections
who spent nearly three decades in prison
after a wrongful conviction is visiting Port-
land next month to share his story and sup-
port Oregon’s only program solely dedi-
cated to helping innocent people clear their
names. Falsely accused of murder at the
age of nineteen, Calvin Duncan endured
a life sentence in Louisiana prisons with-
out the possibility of parole for more than
twenty-eight years. He’ll be the special
guest speaker on September 11 in Portland
at THIS IS INNOCENCE, a benefit for the
Oregon Innocence Project.

While Mr. Duncan was incarcerated,
he became an inmate counsel substitute,
or jailhouse lawyer, helping hundreds of
fellow incarcerated people — including
many on death row - to challenge wrong-
ful convictions and unjust sentences. His
efforts have contributed to landmark U.S.
Supreme Court decisions, including Smith
v. Cain (2012) and Ramos v. Louisiana
(2020). The Ramos case vacated hundreds
of convictions in Oregon, the only state
besides Louisiana that allowed felony
convictions based on nonunanimous jury
verdicts. Calvin Duncan holds a J.D. from
Lewis & Clark Law School in Portland and
now resides in New Orleans, where he con-
tinues his advocacy on behalf of those still
behind bars.

This summer, along with co-author So-
phie Cull, Calvin Duncan published “The
Jailhouse Lawyer,” which tells the story of
his thirty-year path through Angola prison
after a wrongful murder conviction, his
coming-of-age as a legal mind while im-
prisoned, and his continued advocacy for
those on the inside. Signed copies of “The
Jailhouse Lawyer” will be available for
purchase at THIS IS INNOCENCE cour-
tesy of Broadway Books.

The Oregon Innocence Project (OIP)
was founded in 2014, inspired by the mod-
el originally developed by the Innocence
Project in New York. As well as freeing
wrongfully convicted people from prison,
OIP works to prevent and address wrong-
ful convictions at a systemic level and
provides an outstanding educational expe-
rience to law students. The Oregon Inno-
cence Project accepts cases from all around
Oregon and provides free legal assistance
to its clients. To receive help, an individual
must have been convicted of a crime in Or-
egon and be asserting factual innocence of
that crime. There must also be some legal
route to proving their innocence.

The Oregon Innocence Project has so far
helped five people clear their names. The
exonerees’ crimes of conviction include
murder, attempted murder, manslaughter
and sexual abuse. These clients between
them served more than sixty years in pris-
on and would have served many decades
more without the organization’s help.
Among them is Jesse Johnson, Oregon’s
only death row exoneree, whose wrongful
conviction for a 1998 murder in Salem was
overturned by the Oregon Court of Appeals
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Calvin at Law School Graduation. Calvin
Duncan spent nearly three decades in
prison after a wrongful conviction

in 2021. Mr. Johnson was released in 2023
after two additional years in jail when the
Marion County District Attorney opted not
to retry him.

The Oregon Innocence Project’s other
exonerees are Josh Horner, freed in 2018
from a 50-year prison sentence for sexual
abuse, Nick McGuffin, freed in 2019 af-
ter serving almost a decade in prison for
manslaughter, Earl Bain, pardoned on the
grounds of innocence by Governor Kate
Brown in 2020 following a six-year sen-
tence for sexual abuse and Danyale Gill,
freed in 2023 from a 44-year sentence that
was greatly extended because of an earlier
wrongful conviction.

In addition to assisting individual cli-
ents, the Oregon Innocence Project has
also worked with legislators, judges, dis-
trict attorneys, defense attorneys, and oth-
ers in the legal system over the years to
make changes that will help to prevent or
address wrongful convictions.

Supporters and staff of the Oregon In-
nocence Project will gather at 6pm at the
Irving Street Studios (Ecotrust Building)
in Portland for an evening celebration on
September 11 with hearty appetizers and
drinks served. Calvin Duncan will be in
conversation with OIP’s Director of Com-
munication Alice Lundell at the event and
will take questions from guests. In addi-
tion, OIP Co-Directors Kassidy Hetland
and Kenneth Kreuscher will share stories
of their efforts to help innocent Oregonians
clear their names. Some former clients
plus other Oregon exonerees will also be
present. Tickets are still available for the
benefit from OIP’s website: https://www.
oregoninnocence.org/this-is-innocence.

“Calvin Duncan’s story shows the
devastating cost of wrongful convictions
and the extraordinary power of resilience
and advocacy,” said Kenneth Kreuscher,
Co-Director of the Oregon Innocence
Project. “We are honored to welcome
him back to Oregon, where his work has
already had a profound impact through
the Ramos decision. Calvin’s journey re-
minds us why the Oregon Innocence Proj-
ect exists: to free the innocent, to fight for
systemic change, and to ensure that no
one else has to lose decades of their life to
a wrongful conviction.”

The FPortlaowy Observer
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A Block Party to

Celebrate the Grand
Opening of Albina One

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“As the GC of Albina One, we have
been intentional in creating meaning-
ful opportunities for Black and Brown
contractors, alongside a diverse group
of partners on significant scopes of
work, ensuring successful outcomes
rather than simply counting percentag-
es; it is an incredible honor to build this
project, and we are proud to be part of
what is ahead.”

Albina One provides a blueprint
for development that is both equitable
and sustainable. Supported by a $1.87
million grant from the Portland Clean
Energy Fund, Albina One is fully elec-
tric and designed for high performance,
with rooftop solar, heat pump water

heating, and Earth Advantage Platinum
certification pending.

“Albina One is the beginning of a
broader vision for Lower Albina,” said
Winta Yohannes, executive director of
AVT. “Together, we will continue to
build a neighborhood anchored in re-
storative economics, cultural sustain-
ability, inclusive housing, and commu-
nity leadership.”

The block party celebration will fea-
ture live music, food, art, and vendors,
including local Black-owned business-
es, artists, community organizations,
and public institutions. This event is a
commemoration of the first families
moving into Albina One and a mile-
stone in the larger vision to reimagine
Portland’s central city as a place where
working class families can live and play.

The Westcoast Alliance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

end of September to help Illinois health
care providers and residents make in-
formed decisions about vaccination and
protecting themselves and their loved
ones,” Health Director Sameer Vohra
said in a statement.

New Mexico said it was updating
its protocols to allow the state’s phar-
macists to consider recommendations
from the state’s health department
when administering vaccines rather
than just the federal Advisory Commit-
tee on Immunization Practices.

“This order will remove obstacles
to vaccination access” when it goes
into effect by the end of next month,
Health Secretary Gina DeBlassie said
in a statement.

On Wednesday, Pennsylvania Gov.
Josh Shapiro said at his request, the
State Board of Pharmacy voted to pro-
tect access to COVID-19 vaccines for
those most in need and make it available
at CVS pharmacies across the state.

“Health care decisions should be up
to individuals — not the federal govern-
ment and certainly not RFK Jr.” Shapiro
said in a statement. “My administration
will continue to protect health care ac-
cess for all Pennsylvanians.”

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has di-
rected health officials to ensure access
to updated COVID-19 vaccines. The
state’s Chief Medical Officer Dr. Ned
Calonge issued an order to allow phar-
macists to provide COVID-19 vaccines
without individual prescriptions. The
order takes effect on Friday.

Last month, public officials from
eight Northeast states met in Rhode
Island to discuss coordinating vaccine

Ad

recommendations. The group included
all the New England states except for
New Hampshire, as well as New York,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, a
Democrat who has been critical of fed-
eral cuts to public health funding and
restrictions on vaccines, said her state
was leading the bipartisan coalition.

“We’re going to make sure that peo-
ple get the vaccines they need — no
matter what the Trump Administration
does,” she said in a statement.

A spokesperson for the Connecti-
cut Department of Public Health said
Wednesday that cross-border meetings
“are nothing new.”

“Public health challenges extend be-
yond state lines, making collaboration
essential for effective response and
prevention efforts,” the agency said
in a statement. Last month’s meetings
allowed the states to “share numerous
public health best strategies to meet the
needs of our states at a time of federal
health restructuring and cuts.”

The West Coast Alliance isn’t the
first time Democratic-led states have
banded together to coordinate policies
related to public health.

In the first months of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, states formed regional
alliances to gain buying power for
respirators, gloves and other person-
al protective equipment for frontline
workers and to coordinate reopening
their largely shuttered economies.

Governors in the Northeast and West
Coast — all but one of them Demo-
crats — announced separate regional
groups in 2020 hours after Trump said
on social media that it would be his
decision when to “open up the states.”

The Portland Observer

ds@portlandobserver.com
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Celebrating the Grand

Opening of T.

Joyce

Phillips Affordable Housing

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The two-phase redevelopment
effort allowed for all current
residents to stay in their homes,
serving as a model for how af-
fordable housing communities
can be reimagined without dis-
placing existing residents. Home
Forward hosted multiple resident
meetings, design workshops,
and feedback sessions that in-
fluenced everything from unit
layouts and community spaces
to safety features and amenities
to ensure the new community
would serve families for gener-
ations to come.

“Looking at these new homes,
I think of the profound impact
this community will have,” Met-
ro Councilor Christine Lewis
said. “With more than a hundred
family-sized units and afford-
ability secured for the next 99
years, this development will em-
power thousands of people and
families in Concordia for gener-
ations to come.”

The community features 187
affordable homes in 4-level apart-
ment-style units. Apartments
include studios, one-bedrooms,
two-bedrooms, three-bedrooms,
and four-bedrooms to accommo-
date families of all sizes. The de-
velopment includes community
gathering spaces, children’s play
areas, community gardens, and
on-site supportive services.

“This community is a powerful
reflection of what happens when
we invest in people, place, and
purpose,” said OHCS Director
Andrea Bell. “This community
expands access to deeply afford-
able housing and honors the life
and legacy of T. Joyce Phillips, a

beloved educator and community
builder whose impact continues
to shape Northeast Portland. This
new chapter is rooted in the belief
that every Oregonian deserves a
safe, stable home in a thriving
neighborhood.”

The project represents a $75
million long-term investment in
affordable housing and commu-
nity development, made possible
through partnerships with public
funders including Metro, OHCS,
HUD, the City of Portland, and
other community stakeholders.

Portland City Councilor Dan
Ryan highlighted the devel-
opment’s role in the broader
neighborhood: “This communi-
ty represents our commitment
to ensuring longtime residents
remain rooted in the neighbor-
hoods they’ve helped build.
The resident-led approach here
should be the standard for all af-
fordable housing development.”

The completion of Phase 2
marks not just the end of con-
struction, but the beginning of
a new chapter for a community
that has shown how affordable
housing development can honor
existing residents while creating
opportunities for new families.

As families settle into their
new homes and community
spaces come to life, the T. Joyce
Phillips affordable housing com-
munity stands as a testament to
what’s possible when resident
voices guide the way forward.

New residents have already
begun moving into their homes.
Home Forward is still accepting
applications for the property.
Interested community members
should email dekumcourt@
homeforward.org.

610 SW Alder St. - Suite 1021
Portland, Cregon 97205
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LASSIFIEDS/BID

University of Oregon

- Friendly Hall
Bid Package 03 -Select Demolition, Concrete, Shotcrete,
Reinforcement, Select Steel Supply and Install, Below
Grade Waterproofing. Foundation Excavation, and Survey
Eugene, OR

Bid Due Date:
September 24th, 2025, at 2:00 PM

UO Friendly Hall includes deferred maintenance (MEP), seismic
safety and historic preservation upgrades; interior renovation;
building addition; and site modifications to an exiting building
on the University of Oregon-Eugene Campus, originally built in
1893. Scopes not bid as part of Bid package 02 will be bud at
subsequent times in 2025. The project is located at 1161 East
13th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97403.

Start of Construction: September 2025 Substantial
Completion: November 2027

BOLI Commercial prevailing wage rates, participation and ap-
prenticeship training are required on this project. The goal for
this project is to achieve DBE participation rate of 15%. The goal
for the project is to achieve LEED Gold.

For bid documents, visit Bremik.com/planroom

BREMIK

Bremik Construction. Inc. is an equal opportunity employer &
requests sub-bids from all interested firms including Minority
& Women Owned, Emerging Small Business & Disadvataged
enterprises.

Coach John Olive Senior Ex-
ecutive of the SHG Save &
Earn Membership Company
is NOW interviewing men/
women who would like to
learn/Earn  $1000-$3000+
per month Part-Time.

NO Personal Selling

Interested Phone/email
Coach John

503-358-9655
olivehouse5@gmail.com

LEcAL NorTICES

Need to publish a court document
or notice? Need an affidavit of
publication quickly and efficiently?
Please fax or e-mail your notice for
a free price quote!

Fax: 503-288-0015
e-mail:
classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

$7.00
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Harris Family Reunion

September 6, 2025 the Harris Family
held its first family reunion with relatives
from the East Coast, West Coast, and as
far as Midland, Texas at Red Sunset Park
in Gresham, OR. A gathering of 40 did
not include the growing number of rela-
tives. We also would like to acknowledge

Gilnday.
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=% Love, Your Family
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Mississippi BBQ
and Soul Fand

the 50th birthday of Rahsaan Muham-
mad, September 7, 2025 who could not
be with us to celebrate the reunion. Also
not pictured, Imani Muhammad, mother
of YaSin Muhammad who celebrated his
first football game in Newberg on Satur-
day, 9/6/2025.
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Obituary

[.. Rice

Harvey

Harvey L. Rice was born to his par-
ents Dessie Fowler and Oliver Rice on
January 25, 1937, in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. He and his brother Grady moved
to Portland Oregon. Harvey attended
Benson Poly Technical High School
where he excelled in track and football.
Harvey went on to attend Portland State
University to receive a bachelor’s and
master’s degree in business administra-
tion and general social science. Harvey
used his education and experience to ex-
cel in his real estate firm KJK Properties
PC and volunteering in the community.

For more than 40 years, Mr. Har-
vey has dedicated his time, energy and
knowledge to advocating for healthy
people and communities across Ore-
gon. He has been an active leader of
local, county, state and national boards
and committees including: AARP Or-
egon, Oregon state University Exten-
sion Services, Oregon Health Sciences
University Dementia and Aging Study,
Oregon Health Sciences University
ORCA Technology Program, African
American Chamber of Commerce, Or-
egon Trail Chapter of American Red
Cross, Metropolitan Family Services,
Urban League of Portland, Tri-Met’s
Ride Connections, Multnomah Coun-
ty Library Cyber Seniors, Vernon
Neighborhood Association, Portland
Community College Community His-
tory and Skill Centers, and the Port-
land State University’s Men’s Health
Project.” (Sabin CDC Website) This is
just a short list of his advocacy work.
And as a member of Sharon Adventist
Church he has held many volunteer
positions, some of them include being
an Elder, Senior Ministries leader, Per-
sonal Ministries leader, Transportation
Leader, and Health Committee.

Harvey was so loved that Sabin
CDC along with community partners
constructed and dedicated “The Har-
vey Rice Heritage Affordable Housing
Buildings.” located on 14th Ave. and
NE 72nd Ave. in Portland.

It would seem to only be fitting that
he shared a life with a partner who be-
lieved in the same commitment to com-

munity. Therefore, in 1996 he married
Gertrude “Trudy” Woods. They were
married for twenty-two years until her
death in 2018.

Harvey was a father to a son Sean
Rice of Portland, Oregon and a grand-
father to Sean Rice Jr. If you knew Har-
vey, you knew he had words of wisdom
for many of Portland’s sons and daugh-
ters. One of his son’s favorite memories
was when his father would cook Turkey
wings and gravy.

Harvey’s parents, Dessie Fowler
(mom) Oliver Rice (dad), Brother Grady
Rice, wife Gertrude Rice, all preceded
him in death. He leaves to cherish his
memory, his son Sean Rice of Portland,
Oregon. Grandson Sean Rice Jr, (Rhode
Island), stepchildren.

ha.rh-ars, beauticians,
l:raf:!ers, eyelash
j te:hnlclans and
= ‘makeup artists.
Join our.clean,
professional, Family-
friendly team serving
a diverse clientels.

For more detalls contact Dee Jackson at (503) 891-5905
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A Historic Groundbreaking In

Vancouver'’s

The First Construction
Milestone in the
City’s Work to
Develop Waterfront
Gateway

Nearly 100 people joined City lead-
ers and project partners for a ceremoni-
al groundbreaking of a new affordable
housing community. The project, located
at 615 W. 6th Street and developed by
Colas Development Group (CDG) and
Native American Youth and Family Cen-
ter (NAYA), will transform the 0.92-acre
site into a six-story 95-unit building. The
City invested $1.27 million from its Af-
fordable Housing Fund, sold the land for
$1 to ensure affordability, leveraged the
state’s construction sales tax exemption,
and reduced impact fees to make this
community possible.

“The partners assembled on this proj-
ect represent a shared vision for equity,
sustainability, and cultural inclusion,”
said Mayor Anne McEnerny-Ogle.
“These values will continue to shape the
future of our Waterfront Gateway and en-
sure it remains a place where all Vancou-
ver residents can thrive.”

Andrew Colas, Pre
“For many years, our community has
been asking us to bring NAYA’s wrap-
around services to SW Washington,” said
Oscar Arana (Chichimeca), CEO of the
NAYA Family Center. “We’re thrilled to
partner with the Cowlitz Tribe, CDG, the
City of Vancouver, and many funders to
make this community request a reality.

THINGS CHANGE...

Like any relationship, your relationship to gambling might change over time.
What started out as occasional entertainment may have evolved into a habit.

And from there? It's hard to say what the future holds.

When you're ready to explore your future with gambling, reach out to
Oregon Problem Gambling Resource (OPGR), We offer support, tools and
information to help foster a healthier relationship with gamiding or to stop

gambling altogether.

It takes more than a crystal ball to see what's coming next.
OPGR is a powerful way to explore what your future with
gambling may hold—and take control, We're here when

you're ready.

sident EO, CoIa DeveloeGoup

It’s been a long-time vision to replicate
NAYA’s holistic services model here in
Clark County, and this incredible hous-
ing project is a historic step towards
achieving this goal.”

"This project is our first vertically in-
tegrated development, and our first proj-
ect to break ground in Washington State.

Watertront Gateway

More than 41% of our trade partners on
this project are certified firms, represent-
ing real people, real families, and real
opportunities in the communities we
serve," said Andrew Colas, President &
CEOQ, Colas Development Group. "We’re
incredibly thankful for the partners who
believed in that vision with us: NAYA,
The Cowlitz Indian Tribe, Colas Con-
struction, Scott Edwards Architecture,
Vancouver Housing Authority, Lincoln,
and the City of Vancouver, US Bancorp
Impact Finance, Citi Community Capi-
tal, Washington State Housing Finance
Commission, and Washington State De-
partment of Commerce.

The event marks the first construction
milestone in the City’s work to develop
Waterfront Gateway and continues the
City’s commitment to creating affordable
housing in Vancouver through the Af-
fordable Housing Fund.

This is the first of several develop-
ments planned for the 6.4-acre Waterfront
Gateway District. The redevelopment will
connect Vancouver’s Columbia River wa-
terfront with its historic downtown. Water-
front Gateway advances the City’s Strategic
Plan by providing much-needed housing
to the area, including affordable housing;
creating retail opportunities for local small
businesses; and designing new public spac-
es for city events and gatherings.




